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National  Educator  Award  Presented  to  WES  Teacher 


WES  teacher  Mineiy  Yip  is  congmtulated  by  her  students  in  t)eing  selected  for  a  Milken  National  Educator  Award. 


Mindy  Yip,  first-grade  teacher  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary 
School  (WES),  was  surprised  to 
receive  the  news  of  her  selection 
as  a  2008  Milken  National  Educa- 
tor Award  recipient. 

The  award,  which  comes  with  an 
unrestricted  cash  prize  of  $25,000, 
was  presented  by  Milken  FamQy 
Foundation  Co-Founder  Mike 
Milken,  House  Speaker  Nancy 
Pelosi,  Stale  Suj>erintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  JackO'Connell 
and  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  dur- 
ing a  schoolwide  assembly  on 
Nov.  24.  San  Francisco  Unified 
Schol  District  Superintendent 
Caros  Garcia  also  joined  in  the 
special  celebration  along  with 
community  leaders  and  friends 
from  the  neighborhood. 

Hailed  as  "the  oscars  of  teach- 
ing" by  Teacher  Magazine,  the 
Milken  Family  Foundation  Na- 
tional Educator  Awards  were  con- 
oeived  to  recognize  the  importance 


of  outstanding  educators  and  en- 
courage talented  young  people  to 
enter  teaching, 

Unlike  most  teaching  awards,  the 
Milken  Educator  Awards  have  no 
formal  nomination  or  application 
process.  Each  year,  exceptional 
teachers,  principals  and  specialists 
—  recommended  without  their 
knowledge  by  a  blue-ribbon  panel 
appointed  by  each  state's  depart- 
ment of  education  —  are  stunned 
with  Uie  news  of  their  awards. 

Candidates  for  the  Milken  edu- 
cator Awards  are  selected  of  the  fol- 
lowing criteria: 

*Exceptional  educational  talent  as 
evidenced  by  effective  instruc- 
tional practices  and  shjdent  learn- 
ing results  in  the  classroom  and 
school; 

•Exemplary  educational  accom- 
plishments beyond  the  classroom 
that  provide  models  of  excellence 
for  the  profession; 

•Strong  long-range  potential  for 


professional  and  policy  leader- 
ship; and 

•Engaging  and  inspiring  pres- 
ence that  motivates  and  impacts 
students,  colleagues  and  the  com- 
munity. 

Serving  a  school  where  83  per- 
cent of  students  are  eligible  for 
free  and  reduced-price  lunch  and 
64  percent  are  identified  as  En- 
glish Language  Learners  (ELLs), 
Yipp  has  found  creative  ways  to 
motivate  her  students,  as  when 
she  asked  them  to  write  and  de- 
sign homework  assignments  for 
her  to  complete. 

Her  standards-based  lessons 
and  student-centered  activities 
promote  positive  learning  out- 
comes, and  she  frequently  uses 
assessment  data  effectively  to 
drive  instruction.  Yip's  instruction 
has  made  a  significant  impact  on 
her  students'  achievement  gair\s 
and  has  helped  the  school  in- 
crease its  API  score.  Seepage! 


by  Beity  ParshaU  and  Knlherme  WiBiams 
Sunnydale  is  being  redeveloped 
as  part  of  the  Hope  SF  program, 
which  is  a  dty  initiative  to  rede- 
velop and  improve  public  housing 
sites  in  San  Francisco. 

Public  housing  will  be  replaced 
and  new  housing  at  moderate  and 
market  rates  v^ll  be  added  to  cre- 
ate a  mixed  income  community.  To 
do  this  in  Sunnydale,  the  number 
of  homes  on  the  site  will  be 
doubled.  Sunnydale  currently  has 
about  760  units. 


•November  2010  -  Building  rtrmitsi 
Qty  departments  review  cor\struc- 
tion  documents  for  initial  demolition 
phase  and  new  buildings. 
•November  201 1  -  Relocation  and 
Construction:  Residents  relocated  in 
phases;  demolition  and  new  con- 
struction in  phases,  residents  move 
into  their  new  buildings 

(It  ^ould  be  noted  that  18  months 
has  been  mentioned  for  the  Master 
Planr\ing  Phase,  which  would  put 
the  Approval  Phase  in  2010.) 
The  time  line  was  presented  to  the 


The  "new"  Sunnydale  will  have  group  along  witfi  a  brief  slide  show 
approximately  1500  housing  units,  of  pictures  of  other  Mercy  and  the 
The  commuruty  planning  process  Related  Group's  housing  develop- 
for  the  transformation  of  Surmydale  ments.  Mercy  and  Related  intend  to 
began  at  the  October  Conveners  focus  on  the  people  of  the  commu- 
meeting  with  community  based  or-  nity;  the  new  housing  is  to  be  a 
ganization  representatives  given  a  means  to  a  positive  end.  Examples 
presentation  by  Mercy  Housing  were  given  of  various  commuruty 
about  the  plan  for  the  rebuilding  o(  programs  that  have  come  into  being 
Sunnydale.  along  with  new  housing:  seniors  at 

Asked  for  their  ideas  about  involv-  lunch  in  a  community  oenter,  andex- 
ing  all  residents  in  the  process  and  tensive  programs  for  young  people, 
what  their  own  expectations  and  The  group  then  did  an  exercise 
concerns  are,  perhaps  the  most  im-  in  which  everyone  posted  their 
portant  quality  that  must  be  evident  brief  answers  to  two  questions: 
in  the  coming  months  and  years  of  "What  do  you  like  about  your 
planrung  is  the  development  of  trust  neighborhood"  and  "Whatdoyou 
When  people  learn  more  about  the  dislike  about  youx  neighborhood?" 
development  that  isenvisioned  their  Coming  out  on  top  for  "like"  was 
questions  must  always  be  answered  open  green  space  and  good  public 
with  absolute  honesty,  even  if  the  trar\sportation. 
answer  is  not  entirely  agreeable.  Another  strong  like  was  the  sense 
The  discussion  went  on  to  list  of  individual  tJuildings.  It  will  be  in- 
what  is  hoped  will  be  included  in  teresting  to  see  how  the  developers 
the  new  Sunnydade  development:  consider  these  issues  in  the  new 
job  training  and  jobs  for  residents  plans.  Since  one  of  the  goals  is  to  in- 
on  the  work  site,  community  ser-  crease  the  number  of  homes  on  the 
vices,  recreation  facilities  and  re-  site,  there  will  likely  be  taller  build- 
tail  shops  were  all  mentioned,  Sug-  ings  and  the  popular  green  space 
gestions  were  made  as  to  the  best  may  be  consolidated  into  parks 
ways  to  inform  and  involve  resi-  around  the  site, 
dents  in  the  coming  months  and  On  the  "dislike"  side  were  drug 
years  of  the  planning,  demolition  use,  crime  and  the  lack  of  recre- 
and  rebuilding.  ation  space. 

Mercy  Housing  will  establish  an  The  meeting  ended  with  a  ques- 
office  at  1657  Sunnydale  Avenue  tion  and  answer  period  and  a  free 
across  the  street  from  the  commu-  raffle  for  $50  Safeway  gift  cards, 
nity  center  so  that  residents  can  A  second  meeting  with  the  same 
come  in  with  their  questions  and  agenda  was  held  on  November  17 
concerns.  at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Middle 

The  staff  vM  be  posting  notices  School  in  an  effort  to  rea^  people 
and  going  door  to  door  to  advise  who  were  unable  to  attoid  the  No- 
residents  of  the  coming  changes  vember  1  meeting.  About  35  to  40 
and  the  meetings  where  everyone  people  attended,  but  there  was 
can  get  information  and  speak  up  criticism  about  difficu;ty  in  getting 
for  what  they  would  like  to  see  in  to  the  chosen  site, 
the  "new"  Sunnydale.  Since  the  first  priority  in  the  plan- 

The  first  community  meeting  for  ning  process  is  to  reach  out  to  all 
residents  was  held  on  Saturday,  residents  of  Sunnydale,  for  the 
November  1,  at  the  Sunnydale  foreseeable  future  community 
Commuruty  Center  meetings  will  be  at  the  Sunnydale 

The  developers  posted  this  pro-  Community  Center, 
posed  timeline  for  the  development     All  residents  of  Visitacion  Valley 
•November  2008- Master  Plarming  are  encouraged  to  participate  wher- 
Phase;  Community  participates  in  ever  meetings  may  be  held, 
design.  At  the  time  this  story  goes  to 

•NovOTnber  2009  -  Approval  Phase:  press,  the  office  at  1657  Sunnydale 
City  departments  review  master  Ave.  is  not  open,  awaiting  comple- 
plan;  community  continues  to  work  tion  of  paperwork  by  the  Housing 
on  design  and  also  develop  resident  Authority,  but  there  is  hope  that  it 

will  be  opened  early  in  December. 


Renovated  Kelloch-Velasco  Park  Reopens  to  the  Public 

h\f  Beth/  PaeshaU  peared  in  recent  years  was  on  hand,  very  inviting  place  for  young  chil- 

Saturday,  November  22  was  a  Ulush^ting  not  only  the  scruffy  ap-  dren,  older  youth  and  adults  and 

beautiful  sunny  day,  most  fitting  for  pearance  but  also  the  fencing  that  provides  a  sense  of  both  safety  and  relocation  plan 

the  celebration  that  was  held  for  the  seemed  to  discourage  enby.  serenity. 

completion  of  the  renovation  of  Nqw  there  is  a  welcoming  ambi-     Nei^bors  who  participated  in 

Kdloch-Velasco  P^k.  ence  about  the  entire  park.  Once  al-  theenlire  process  of  advocating  for 

The  park  was  established  in  the  most  entirely  enclosed  by  metal  the  park  renewal  and  the  planning 

1970s  and  was  long  overdue  for  a  pickets,  new  modified  fencing  have  designated  their  group  as  the    Inhonorof  15  years  of  service.  The 

complete  makeover.  The  old  around  the  basketball  court  at  one  KeUoch-Velasco  Park  Community.  Girls  After  School  Academy 

wooden  play  sbTictures  have  been  end  and  the  children's  playground  Although  it  is  not  possible  to  staff  (GASA)  will  hold  a  Kwanzaa  anni-  Economic  [Development  and  Gen- 
replaced  with  colorful  new  equip-  at  the  other  give  necessary  protec-  the  park  both  for  budgetary  reasons  versary  dinner  on  Wednesday  Dec.  der  and  Ethnic  Pride 
ment,withplentyof  amningroom.  tion  but  maintain  the  open  feeling,  and  because  there  is  no  clubhouse,  10  from  6  to  8  p.m.  at  the  Women's    'This  event  is  an  opportunitv  for 
Ihe  new  beds  of  plants  are  thriv-  The  middle  area,  where  the  gazebo  a  park  employee  will  put  in  two  to  Building,  3543  18th  St.  Dress  attire  rpflertionandtoshowourpratitude 
mg.  A  gazebo  next  fo  the  play  area  and  benches  and  tables  invite  three  hou^  daily  for  maintenance  iscomfortable.  retiecdonandtosnowourgradtuae 


Girls  After  School  Academy  Marks 
15  Years  with  Kwanzaa  Celebration 


Academic  Enhancemait,  Leader- 
ship and  Communication,  Wellness, 


for  our  ancestral  resiliency"  says 

people  to  sit,  is  set  off  by  the  attrac-  He  is  sure  to  be  assisted  by  many  Celebrating  investments  in  young  Jonya  Williams,  Executive  Director 

tive  posts  that  once  supported  the  commuruty  members  who  are  de  womeatheeventwillpaytribuleto  of  GASA.  "Our  staff  is  looking  for- 

old  fence  and  now  stand  free  as  an  lighted  with  the  park  and  aim  to  present  GASA  members  and  ward  to  hearing  from  our  young 

unobtrusive  but  effective  way  to  keep  it  in  good  condition.  alumni.  GASA  members  will  participants  and  learning  how 

delineate  the  central  portion  of  the     The nei^bors  and  the  Rec& Park  present  their  stories  and  discuss  GASA  has  impacted  their  lives." 

sile,a  nice  use  of  recycled  materi-  Department  deserve  congratula-  what  the  organization  and  its  activi-  This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the 

als.  The  new  arrangement  with  tions  for  the  good  work  that  re-  ties  mean  to  them.  public  If  you  are  interested  in  at- 

mirumal  fencing  makes  this  park  a  suited  in  this  neighborhood  gem.  Highlighted  activities  include;  tending  please  RSVP  via  tele- 

^             ^                •        /-V                                     -  j  t                r          •  phone:  415-584-4044  or  via  email: 

Congestion  Pncing  Opitons  Being  Reviewed  for  San  Francisco  gasahouse@gmau  com  piease  in- 

San  Frandsco's  County  Transpor-  and  public  input  provided  through  ing  motorists  a  fee  to  drive  in  spe-  [ndj^J uals  attoidine'n 
enb-ances  at  the  four  comers  and  tation  Authority  on  Nov.  25  pre-  two  rounds  of  workshops  and  vari-  dfic,  congested  areas  or  corridors  caooon»hot,t,r.«r;^iwoi™m;,iiVv^v\ 
midpoints.  RhodaParhams,  the  Rec  sented  preliminary  findings  of  its  ous  community  fonams.  -^-^   sage  on  me  general  voice  mau  dox;. 


provides  a  focus  point  that  will  be 
well  used  for  picnics  and  entertain- 
ments. At  the  far  end  of  site  the  bas- 
ketball area  was  in  good  use  too. 

As  children  played,  adults  en- 
joyed the  grilled  links  and  music 
provided  by  the  Richmond  Recre- 
ation Jazz  Band.  The  band  is  com- 
posed of  a  group  of  Rec  &  Park  em- 
ployees who  volunteered  to  enter- 
tain at  the  celebration. 

The  site  is  bordered  by  lawn  with 


during  peak  travel  times. 


fit  Park  Capital  Division  Manager,  Mobilil^,  Accessand  PridngStiidy    As  the  Congestion  Management    Congestion  pricing  includes  a  pro-  that  i^^i^T^U  L^ft  vpa?^ 

Meghan  Tiemaathemanagerof  this  (MAPSjtotheAuthorityBoard.Tlie  Agency  (CMA)  for  San  Francisco,  gram  for  reinvesting  generated  rev-       Uving  in  S^^and^ 

project,  and  James  Threat,  our  dis-  Authority  Board  will  review  a  range  the  Authority  applied  for  and  re-  enues  in  b-ansportation  infrastn^c-     .  -..ui:^  hnnsinp  HpvplnnmpT^" 

tilct  manager,  were  on  hand  to  over-  of  possible  area-wide  congestion  ceived  a  $1  million  study  grant  from  ture  and  service,  benefiting  drivers,  c,' VvH^Ip 

IS^f^eZ^^nL^tZ  ^"'^.f'^'I^r/'.^fi!''^?^'       F^^-^^  ■^^gh-^yAdministra-  transit  users,  pedestnans,  and  bicy-  visitadon  VaUey  GASA  embraces 

teatiires  of  the  park.  Ihe  plants  are  as  well  as  the  likely  benefits  and  im-  tion  to  examine  congestion  pnong  dists  alike.  a  i/nnth  Hpvplnnmpnt  mnHpI  wWth 

aU  native  spedes  tfiat  will  provide  pactsof  each  optioa  as  a  means  to  deal  with  increased     Congestion  pricing  has  been  sue-  L  a f ri  Cpntrir  forura^^ 

blooms  throughout  the  year  A  pic-    llie  findings  come  after  months  of  traffic  on  dty  sheets  oessfiilly  implemented  m  such  dties  womanist  view  to  enrich  the  Uves 

hire  display  of  the  park  as  it  ap-  rigorous  data  analysis,  modeling,    Congestiai  pricing  involves durg-  as  London  auid  Stockholm  StxP^j 


of  these  young  women. 
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(Grapevine  Mailbox) 
WMS  student  Trip  to  USF 

We  are  extremely  pleased  to  report 
that  Ithe  field  trip  and  guided  tour 
of  the  University  of  San  Frandsco 
(USF)  college  campus  was  a  huge 
success. 

The  participating  middle  school 
studaits  had  the  chance  to  see  the 
USF  college  campus  and  meet 
young  adults  aurently  enrolled  in 
USF,  many  of  whom  also  live  in  the 
Visitadon  Valley/Sunnydale  nei^- 
borhoods 

Events  like  this  college  tour  can  be 
life  diangjng  for  our  students  They 
provide  tifie  students  with  the  invalu- 
able opportunity  of  meeting  positive 
To\e  modds  and  of  being  inspired 
aiKl  uplifted  to  see  beyond  their  con- 
ditions of  poverty. 

TwCTity  students  proudly  took  part 
in  last  Frida/s  tour  of  USF.  We  owe 
a  huge  debt  of  gratitude  to  a 
Visitadon  Valley  Middle  School 
graduate,  Courtney  Ball,  now  USF 
student  and  president  of  the  USF 
Black  Student  Union,  who  spent  her 
valuable  time  and  energy  organiz- 
ing this  tour  for  our  students. 

We  cannot  thank  the  Black  Student 
Union  enough  for  their  extremely 
gradous  ho^tality  and  the  time  and 
energy  they  Glared  with  us  on  Fri- 
day. The  day's  events  induded  a 
guided  tour  of  the  campus,  meeting 
with  current  USF  students,  lunch 
and  an  educatiOTial  worksiiop.  It  was 
an  extraordinary  opportunity  for  the 
students  to  see  USF  and  to  meet  with 
the  young  adults  who  shared  about 
their  college  experioxes  and  moti- 
vated the  students  to  pursue  college 
level  education  It  was  tmly  a  fun  and 
inspiring  event  for  all  the  student 
partidpants. 

This  event  was  the  second  of  two 
college  tours  conducted  this  year,  as 
we  had  a  similar  tour  of  San  Fran- 
dsco State  University  back  in  April. 
Both  tours  were  extremely  success- 
ful and,  most  importantly,  had  a  very 
strong  and  inspiring  impart  on  our 
middle  school  students.  We  there- 
fore look  forward  to  continue  pro- 
viding these  college  tour  events  in 
the  future.  We  ttiank  you  for  all  your 
support  of  these  endeavors. 
Sincerely, 

Michael  Bennett  Weed  &  Seed  Safe 
Haven  Coordinator 

StTDnger  Unemployment 
Safety  Net  Is  Needed 

FoUawing  is  a  statement  by  Art  Pidaski, 
Odifomia  Labor  Federation  ^xemttve 
Secretary-Treasurer  on  the  release  of 
October  state  unemployment  numbers: 

California's  workers  got  the  btest 
in  a  string  of  bad  news  with  the  re- 
lease of  the  state's  newest  unem- 
ployment figures.  Between  Septem- 
ber and  Odober,  California's  unem- 
ployment rale  jumped  from  7.7  to 
82  percent  -  its  highest  rate  in  14 
years.  There  are  now  more  out  of 
work  Califonuans  than  ever  before. 

While  the  numbers  are  stagger- 
ing in  their  size,  it  is  important  to 
remember  each  family  behind  the 
numbers.  For  each  of  the  26,000 
jobs  lost  last  month,  a  family 
struggles  to  buy  groceries  and  pay 
the  mortgage. 

For  (h^  families  and  those  who 
have  already  been  without  work  for 
months,  unemployment  baiefits  are 
a  safety  net  to  keep  them  from  fall- 
ing into  the  economic  abyss.  As  un- 
employment soars,  ifsbad  econom- 
ics for  Governor  Sdi  warzenegger  to 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 
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Brotherhood  of  Men  Stand  Up  Day  a  Huge  Success 

by  Micitael  Bennett 

The  first  aruiuat  Brotherhood  of 
Men  Stand  Up  Day  event  was 
held  in  Visitadon  Valley  on  Oct. 
29.  By  all  accounts,  it  was  an  ex- 
tremely powerful  and  hugely  suc- 
cessful event. 

The  Brotherhood  of  Men  Stand 
Up  Day  was  co-sponsored  by  a 
number  of  con\munity  organiza- 
tions including  the  Barbershop, 
Metropolitan  Fresh  Start  House, 
the  Greenway  Project  and  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Weed  &  Seed 
Safe  Haven. 

The  Barbershop  hosted  Iheevent 
and  treated  commuruty  residents 
to  free  hair  cuts  and  shaves.  Other 
con  tribu  tors  to  the  event  induded     ^  hdkujt  and  shsve  at  the  first  armual  Brotheihood  of  Men  Stand  Day. 

Metropolitan  Fresh  Start  House  Brotherhood  of  Men  Stand  Up  Day  These  type  of  events  are  crucial 

which  provided  food  cjnd  supfx>rt  event  came  about  with  the  identifi-  in  our  neighborhood.  From  the 

staff  for  the  event.                      cation  of  the  need  for  the  bringing  turnout  and  feedback  received  on 

The  Visitadon  Valley  Middle  together  the  men  of  the  Visitadon  this  Brotherhood  of  Men  Stand  Up 

School  Caesar  Chavez  Club  con-  Valley  community.  The  aim  was  for  event  we  look  forward  to  repeat- 

tributed  a  number  of  very  artistic  theeventtoserveasacalllothemen  ing  the  event  next  year.  It  is  only 

barmers  and  beautiful  artwork  in  the  Visitadon  Valley  Community  Ihjou^  effective  partnerships  that 

decoratiorxs,  And  members  of  Se-  to  commit  to  strengthening  and  re-  we  can  achieve  our  goal  of  a  peace- 

niors  on  the  Move  organization  building  our  families  and  Visitadon  ful  nonviolent  community, 

volunteered  and  served  the  food  Valley  commuruty,  to  actively  par-  Thanks  again  to  all  sponsors,  vol- 

to  event  partidpants.  Over  75  com-  tidpate  in  our  children's  lives  and  unteers  and  partidpants  for  mak- 

munity  residents  partidpated  in  to  vocalize  the  fact  that  we  as  men  ing  the  First  Annual  Brotherhood 

the  event                              and  fathers  are  truly  accounted  for  of  Men  Stand  Up  Day  a  hugely 

The  inception  of  this  first  ever  and  present  successful  community  event 


propose  devastating  cuts  and  limits 
(xidigibibty  for  unanployment  berv 
efils.  His  anti-worker  proposals  are 
economically  backwards  and  will  is- 
sue another  blow  to  laid-off  work- 
ers and  their  commuruties. 

Califonua's  unemployment  ben- 
efits already  rank  42nd  in  the  coun- 
try when  compared  to  our  wages. 
Now,  more  than  ever,  our  state's 
unemployed  families  need  better 
unemployment  benefits,  not  an- 
other threat  to  their  pocketbooks. 
Strengthening  and  stabilizing  the 
unemployment  system  must  be  a 
top  priority  for  the  governor  and  the 
new  legislature. 

Surprise  Educator 
Award  Presented 
To  WES  Teacher 

FmmPaoe  1 

Yip  Speaks  Ointonese,  Mandarin, 
Vietnamese,  Lao  and  Hmong, 
which  has  helped  her  communicate 
wath  families  in  a  school  commu- 
nity where  seven  different  lan- 
guages are  spoken. 

Yip  has  spearheaded  numerous 
multicultural  activities  at  WCC 
and  incorporates  Asian  food  and 
costumes  into  her  lessons.  As  the 
school's  program  coordinator  for 
Gifted  and  Talented  Education 
(GATE),  Yip  has  shared  her  exper- 
tise in  differentiated  instruction 

withcoueagues  sheisaisoartsedu  Aiiother  TransDortatioii  Study  Meeting  in  the  Valley 

cation  coordinator  JO  j 

Yip  plays  a  vital  role  on  WCC's  by  Betty  Parshall  brian  facilities  *Which  projects  should  be  given 
leadership  team,  serves  on  several  Once  again  our  neighborhood  Transit  service  improvements  the  highest  priority? 
committees  and  has  presented  at  will  host  a  community  meeting  on  The  people  conducting  the  meet-  The  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
various  professional  development  transportation  issues,  this  one  be-  ing  want  to  hear  your  opinions  Wednesday  December  10,  6  p.m., 
workshops.  She  is  a  lead  teadier  in  ing  conducted  by  the  San  Francisco  about  at  the  Visitadon  Valley  Elementary 
the  state's  Expanded  Collaboratives  County  Transportation  Authority.  'What  are  the  biggest  challenges  School,  55  Schwerin  Street  The  flyer 
for  Excellence  in  Learning  (ExCEL)  The  Bi-County  Transportation  for  pedestrians,  motorists,  cyclists  suggests  the  following  public  trans- 
After  School  Programs,  providing  Study  aims  to  identify  and  evalu-  and  transit  users?  portation  access  to  the  meeting: 
monitoring,  mentorship  and  sup-  ate  potential  traitsportation  prefects  'Which  improvements  are  the  Muni  Light  Rail  T-third  (Arleta  Sta- 
port  to  ExCEL  teachers  serving  more  that  will  address  the  planned  devel-  most  important  to  h-ansportation  tion)  and  Mur\i  bus  lines  9x,9BX  San 
than  100  at-risk  students.  opment  near  the  San  Frandsco/San  and  livability?                          Bruno  Express.  What,  no  56? 

The  Milken  Educator  Award  hon-  Mateo  county  line.  According  to  the 

ors  redpients  in  early  to  mid-career  flyer  information  about  this  meet- 

for  what  they  have  achieved  and  for  ing,  "multiple  proposals  are  ex- 

the  promise  of  what  they  will  ac-  peded  to  bring  up  to  18,000  new 

complish.  This  year's  honorees  will  housing  urutsand  1 5  million  square 

propel  the  rar{ks  of  redpients  to  feet  of  employment  to  the  area." 
more  than  2,300  with  financial     The  potential  and  planned  im- 

prizes  topping  $60  million.  provements  for  the  Bi-county  ar^ 

The  2008  redpients  will  redve  indude: 

their  $25,000  checks  during  the  'The  US-101  Interchange  at 

Milken  National  Education  Confer-  Candlestick  Point 

ence  held  April  17-19  in  Los  Ange-  *Extension  of  Geneva  Avenue  and 

les.  They  will  also  join  the  Milken  rebuild  of  Harney  Way  and  Bus 

Educator  Network,  a  group  of  di&-  Rapid  Transit  on  Harney  and 

tinguishededucatorswhoseexper-  Geneva 

tise  serves  as  a  valuable  resource  to  'Improved  access  to  the  Bayshore 

fellow  educators,  legislators,  school  Caltrain  Station 

boards  and  others  shaping  the  fu-  'Potential  Oakdale  Station 

ture  of  education.  'Local  roadway  bicydeand  pedes- 

Congestion  Pricing  Opitons  Being  Reviewed 

FmmPagei  Transportation's  Urban  Partner- 

These  programs  have  led  to  re-  ship  Program, 

duced  congestion,  an  increase  in  "San  Francisco  can  no  longer 

b-ansit  use,  and  new  investment  in  accept  business  as  usual,"  said 

transportation  fadlities and  services.  Jose  Luis  Moscovich,  Executive 

In  the  U.S.,  more  than  25  dties  Director  of  the  Authority.  "Con- 
recently  submitted  proposals  for  gestion  pridng  has  been  success- 
various  forms  of  congestion  pric-  fully  implemented  in  cities 
ing  under  the  U.S.  Department  of  around  the  world." 


Dorado  E-lcmcntaa)  ^cliool  Mappcnings 


Friday,  October  31st 

A  Healthy  Halloween 

by  Maria  Acosia  and  Lori  Fetzer 

The  sun  dedded  to  shine  after 
all  for  the  270  disguised  elemen- 
tary school  students  who,  instead 


second  grader  chimed  in,  "I  like 
the  garden." 

Saturday,  November  15th 

Breaking  Bread, 
Breaking  Ground 

of  asking  for  candy  this  hallo  ween,  by  Mana  Acosta  and  fenmjer  Moless 

asked  for  money  El  Dorado  El-  The  El  Dorado  community 

ementary  School  students  walked  gathered  on  an  unseasonably 

through  three  of  the  six  Greenway  warm  Saturday  morning  to 

gardens  to  raise  money  and  work  in  the  gardens  and  to  share 

awareness  for  the  Visitadon  Val-  a  meal  This  workday  accom- 

leyGreenway.  In  fad,  thestudents  plished  several  goals.  Volunteers 

raised  over  $900!  from  the  community  painted 

Neighborhood  icon  and  Green-  walls  inside  the  main  building 
way  supporter,  Fran  Martin,  ex-  and  created  several  new  bulle- 
pr^sed  enthusiasm  for  continued  tinboards 
work  with  teachers  and  students.  Parents,  students  and  commu- 
Indeed,  she  stated  that  the  money  nity  members  harvested  crops 
raised  will  directly  benefit  El  and  cleaned  up  in  the  school  gar- 
Dorado  students  as  it  will  be  used  den  to  ready  it  for  another  plant- 
for  children's  programming.  ing.  Those  harvested  crops. 

The  event  was  a  big  hit  with  the  along  with  other  donated  foods, 

students,  too.  Second  grader,  wereput  to  good  use  by  parents 

Andy,  said  "We  saw  some  worms,  and  teachers,  who  served  a  lunch 

got  new  pencils  and  they  gave  us  of  pumpkin  bread  and  stone 

water  It  was  fun! "  Daniel,  another  soup  to  all  of  the  partidpants. 


NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING 
OF  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  REDEVELOPMENT  AGENCY 
ON  THE  PROPOSED  REDEVELOPMENT  PLAN  FOR  THE 
VISITACION  VALLEY  REDEVELOPMENT  PROJECT 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  THAT  the  Redevelopment  Agency  of  Ihe  Crty  ^  County 
of  San  Fraxssco  (the 'Agency^wai  open  a  putjfcheaing  on  Tuesday.]^  266§, 
to  consider  the  proposed  Redevelopment  Plan  fcf  the  Visitac^ 
Project  (the  "Plai") 

The  meeting  will  start  a(  4  00  p.m  in  City  Hall,  Room  416,  located  at  1  Dr  Carton  B, 
Goodie  Place,  San  Francisoo,  Cdrfemia  AtthepuUcheanngontheRan.theAgency 
wfl  consider  all  evidence  and  testimony  fa- a  against  the  approval  of  the  pn:Dp^ 
The  proposed  Redevelopment  Plan  would  create  a  46-acre  Visitaaon  Valley 
Redevelopment  Projecf  Area  fProjed  Ansa"),  located  in  the  southeast  quadrant  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Frandsco  (^Cityl  The  Redevetopment  Pn^ 
parcels  and  is  (ivided  into  tw  zones  The  Schlage  Lock  ate  along  with  the  Southern 
Pacific  Property  has  been  identilied  as  RedevekJpment  Zof>e  1 ,  rt  ts  Ix^ 
tjy  Tunnel  Avenue  and  on  the  south  by  the  Cfty/County  line,  and  on  the  west  by  Bayshore 
Boulevard.  The  remaining  portCTiol  the  Praied  Area  isre*ened  to  as  Redevelopn^ 
ZiDne  2,  is  comprised  primarity  of  the  Leland  Avenue-Bayshore  Boulevard  commeroai 
corridors  adjacent  to  the  Sdilage  Lock  site  and  five  Uocks  alor^g  Ldand  Avenue  to  the 
v«st  to  Rutland  Street  A  copy  of  the  legal  descnpbon  of  the  boundanes  of  the  proposed 
amended  Prqect  Area  is  awalable  tree  of  charge  from  the  Agency 
A  pnmary  focus  of  the  Project  is  to  faalitate  the  redevelopment  ot  the  vacant  Sdilage 
Lxk  property  of  approximately  20  acres,  in  addilKxi,  the  project  will  revitalize  propertes 
akyig  Bayshore  Sou  lerard  and  assist  in  the  revitalizalion  of  Ihe  Lel^ 
corridor  The  Redevelopment  Plan  w^ll  aulhonze  the  San  Frandsoo  Redevelopment 
Agency  (the  "Agenc/)  to  use  tax-increment  (inandng  to  alleviate  physical  and  economic 
axxlitions  of  blight  The  Redevelopment  Ran  pn:Dposes  to,  anxin^ 
a  new  mixed  use  community  modeling  sustanable  planning  and  destgi  pnnaples.  b) 
Enhance  existing  commercial  comdors,  c)  Faalitate  remediation  ot  fonrW  industnal 
prcperties,  d)  Develop  new  housing,  inducing  25%  affccdade  units,  and  new  neighbofhood 
serving  retail,  e)Construd  new  parits  and  oonTmunityfaalities,f)  Assist  the  constmcbon  of 
new  streets  and  transportation  improvements, 
interested  persons  may  ob^  copies  of  the  ProjectArea  legai  description  and  tf^ 
Redevelopment  Plan  a(  the  office  of  the  San  Franasco  Redevelopment  Agency,  One 
South  Van  IMess  Avenue,  5th  Floor.  San  Frandsco,  California  94103  Persons  may  also 
inspect  and,  upon  payment  of  the  costs  o(  repfoductwn,  obtan  ccptes  of  the  text  of  the 
Report  on  the  Redevelc^ent  Plan,  the  Final  Environmental  Impact  Report  and  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the  proposed  Redevelopment  Plan  For  more 
Information,  contact  Tom  Evans,  Redevelopment  Agency  Lead  Planner,  at 
torn  evans@s^ovo(g  or  at  (415)  749-2539 


.  •  .from  the  desk  of  the  WBOOM  newsroom 


by  Nick  WolH 
1)  What's  all  the  fuss 
about?  Did  you  notice  all  the 
Department  of  Public  Works 
(DPW)  workers  in  neon  tops 
on  Lelond  Avenue  Thursday, 
November  13th?  If  so,  you 
weren't  alone  -  the  fuss  was 
on  Eco-Blitz,  the  first  of  a  three 
part  initiative  aimed  at  keep 
ing  San  Francisco's  merchant 
corridors  in  tip-top  shape, 
DPW  employees  came  to  Vis 
Valley  to  steam  clean  recep- 
tacles, manually  sweep  the 
corridor,  clean  out  tree  ba- 
sins, abate  graffiti  os  well  as 
answer  any  questions  local 
merchants  may  have  about 
city  codes  aimed  at  keeping 
sidewalks  safe,  clean  and  lit- 
ter free.  Here  is  how  the  blitz 
breaks  down  by  the  numbers: 
4  verbal  City  Codes  educa- 


tion;  3  trash  bags  collected,  4  graffiti  removed, 

city  cans  steam  cleaned;  4  city  The  next  'blitz  is  scheduled 

cons  painted;  22  tree  basins  for  Feb  19,  2009  at  10  a.m. 

cleaned;  150  square  feet  of  -  you've  been  warned. 


2)Ladies  and  Gentleman,  it  is  my  pleasure 
to  introduce  June  Armstead  .  the  newest 
member  of  the  WBOOM  Steering  Committee, 
an  eight  member  board  which  provides 
guidonce,  oversight  and  assistance  to  all 
VVBOOM  programmatic  activities.  June  is  the 
owner  of  Body,  Soul  and  Spirit  Salon 
specializing  in  achieving  and  maintaining 
healthy  hair  She  recently  added  a  total  body 


retail  division  to  her  store  featuring  bath,  body 
and  wellness  products,  June  brings  a  wealth  of 
entrepreneurial  knowledge  and  insight  on  the 
business  climate  in  downtown  Vis  Valley  where 
she  has  been  o  resident  since  1982,  VVBOOM 
is  lucky  to  hove  June  on  board  as  she  will  be  a 
real  asset  to  our  program.  Stop  by,  say  hello 
and  congratulate  her  at  the  Salon  at  222Leland 
Ave.  between  Rutland  and  Coro  streets. 


31Why  not  Holiday  shop  in  Vis  Valley?  We 

all  know  the  benefits  of  shopping  local,  so  why 
not  do  some  of  your  holidoy  shopping  here  in 
downtown  Vis  Valley?  Local  artist  and  jeweler 
Beouno  Clark  has  been  making  quolity 
handcrafted  jewelry  in  Visitacion  Valley  forever 
two  and  a  half  years.  Her  business  Miss  Lady 
Designz  is  selling  beautiful  handcrafted  jewelry 
from  the  9 1  Leiand  Avenue  storefront.  Miss  Lady 
Designz  has  a  variety  of  high  quality  jewelry 
designs  for  women  and  men  -  including  NFL 
designed  chains,  a  perfect  gift  for  the  49er  fan 
at  fiome.  In  fact,  throughout  December  Miss  Lady 

4]  Do  you  have  a  home-based  business? 
Are  you  interested  in  growing  your 
business?  Is  your  zip  code  94134? 

VVBOOM  has  a  program  aimed  at  giving 
locol  entrepreneurs  and  home-based 
businesses  the  opportunity  to  sell  their  product 
form  our  office  storefront  on  Leiand  Avenue 
in  downtown  Vis  Valleyl 
Visitacion  Valley  Business  Opportunities  and 
Outreach  to  Merchants  (VVBOOM)  has 
embarked  on  an  innovative  program  aimed 
at  giving  local  entrepreneurs  and  home-based 
businesses  an  opportunity  to  sell  their  product 
from  our  office  storefront  at  9  1  Leiand  Ave, 
Entrepreneurs  involved  in  our  program  will 

5)  Don't  look  now,  but  the  exterior  of  the 
Noyarit  Taqueria  (98  Leiand  Ave.)  is  goi'ng  to 
look  o  whole  lot  more  colorful  in  the  near 
future.  Reason  being,  VVBOOM  was  the 
winner  of  a  Community  Challenge  Grant  at 
the  Neighborhood  Empowerment  Network 
Awards  Thursday,  Nov.  1  3th  at  San  Francisco 


Designz  has  a  number  of  Holiday  Specials: 
For  Women 

•Buy  2  Pair  of  Earrings  ($8  each)  for  $8 
•Buy  2  Chokers  for  $10 
'Buy  2  Bracelets  for  $5 
For  Men 

•Buy  2  NFL  Chains  ($25.00/each)  for  $25 
•Buy  2  Wooden  Chains  for  $8 
•Buy  2  Bracelets  for  $5 
•Rings  are  marked  down  to  $8  each 
•Special  orders  are  available  on  request 
So  come  down  to  91  Leiand  Avenue  and 
support  local  businessi 

have  the  opportunity  to  poo!  resources, 
market  colla  bo  rot  ively ,  access  office 
equipment  and  participate  in  voluable 
inrormational  workshops  taught  by  a  Business 
Development  Specialist  VVe  hove  roughly 
700  square  feet  of  space  available  for 
jewelers,  florists,  arrists  or  any  entrepreneur 
who  would  be  interested  in  utilizing  our 
prime  retail  space  to  sell  their  product.  If  you 
or  someone  you  know  is  interested  in 
participating  please  contact  Nick  Wolff  for 
more  information.  He  con  be  reached  at 
415-585.2338  or  nwolff@vvboom.org 
Space  is  limited  and  spots  ore  filling  up,  so 
don't  hesitatel 

City  Hall,  The  grant  will  be  used  to  create  a 
Community  Mural  on  the  Alpha  Street  side  of 
the  Taqueria  -  located  at  the  corner  of  Lelond 
Avenue  ond  Alpha  Street.  The  Community 
Mural  will  be  created  by  skilled  artists  and 
local  area  youth  in  partnership  with  the  local 
Boys  and  Girls  Club. 


VISTTACXM  VALLEY  GRAPEVK  -  OECEMeER  20C8  ■  3 

Visitadon  Valley  and  Mission  Programs 
Win  Excellence  Awards  for  Youth  Service 

Team-Up  for  Youth  on  Nov.  18  grams  to  recruit,  train  and  place 
named  Real  Options  for  Kids  college  students  and  community 
(ROCK)  in  Visitacion  Valley  and  members  in  youth  sports  pro- 
Jamestown  Community  Center  in  grams.  Since  2002,  Team-Up  for 
the  Mission  District  as  the  first-ever  Youth  has  also  provided  technical 
recipients  of  the  Louise  &  Qaude  expertise,  training,  and  resources 
Rosenberg  Awards  for  Excellence  in  to  both  organizations  to  sustain 
Youth  Service.  their  programs  and  encourage 

The  awards,  each  of  which  carries  growth, 
a  $25,000  grant,  will  be  gjven  to  two  "We  are  honored  to  have  been 
San  Francisco  sports-based  youth  chosen  for  this  award,  in  particu- 
development  programs  by  Team-Up  lar  because  it  recognizes  the  hard 
for  Youth,  an  OaklarKi-based  agaicy  work  of  our  staff  members  and  the 
that  supports  sports  programs  that  value  we  place  on  providing  Mis- 
help  low-income  youth  tiirive.        sion  District  kids  with  a  wide 

ROCK  is  dedicated  to  nurturing  range  of  programs  that  promote 
the  positivedevelopment  and  long-  their  positive  and  healthy  devel- 
term  success  of  the  youth  it  serves  opment,"  said  Jamestown  Com- 
throug^i  a  combination  of  in-school  munily  Center  Executive  Director 
and  after-school  learning  enrich-  Claudia  jasin.  "We  applaud  the 
ment,  sports  and  fitness,  leader^p  Rosenbergs  for  their  on-going 
training,  outdoor  adventure,  and  commitment  to  San  Francisco 
Summercampopportunities-ltspro  youth  and  families,  and  we  are 
grams  serve  girls  and  boys  ages  6  to  grateful  to  Team-Up  for  Youth  for 
17  who  live  or  attend  school  in  the  many  ways  it  has  helped  us 
Visitacion  Valley  improve  our  youth  development 

The  Jamestown  Community  Cen-  work  through  sports." 
ter  provides  500  Mission  District  kids  "We  are  delighted  that  Team-Up 
eadi  year  v/ith  the  opportunity  to  for  Youth  is  recognizing  Real  Op- 
leam,  play  and  grow  through  a  range  tions  for  Kids  in  this  way,"  said  its 
of  after-school  and  summer  pro-  Executive  Director,  Curt  Yagi.  "It 
grams-  from  art  to  theater,  dance  to  is  quite  an  honor,  especially  given 
soccer,  and  youth  leadership  to  aca-  the  many  organizations  that  are 
demic  tutoring.  Because  of  doing  extraordinary  sports-based 
Jamestown,  kids  in  this  low-income  youth  development  work  in  the 
neighborhood  have  reaped  the  ben-  Bay  Area.  This  award  will  allow 
efits  of  participation  in  sports,  in-  us  to  reach  even  more  youth, 
creasing  their  emotional  sodal,  and  which  is  especially  important  dur- 
physical  health  ing  these  tough  economic  times. 

"These  two  programs  have  an  The  prestige  this  honor  brings 
extraordinary  record  of  creating  gives  our  entire  agency  a  boost, 
inspirational  experiences  for  dis-  We  are  tremendously  grateful  for 
advantaged  youth,  invigorating  this  honor." 
the  families  they  serve  and  eririch-  The  Louise  and  Qaude  Rosenberg 
ing  their  communities,"  said  Awardshonorthefamily'slongtime 
Team-Up  for  Youth  Executive  Di-  commitment  to  improving  the 
rector  Janet  Carter.  "Both  serve  lives  of  disadvantaged  youth  and 
girls  as  well  as  boys,  and  have  be-  their  families  in  San  Francisco, 
come  invaluable  pillars  of  their  Their  support  of  positive  youth  de 
communities.  We  are  so  proud  to  velopment  programs  has  provided 
give  the  Jamestown  Community  countless  young  people  with  men- 
Center  and  Real  Options  for  Kids  tors,  educational  opportunities, 
the  first-ever  Rosenberg  awards,  and  safe  places  to  go  after  school, 
and  to  support  their  sustainability  Teeun-Up  tor  Youth  helps  to  create 
through  the  grants  it  provides."    after-school  spxjrts  opportunities  for 

Team-Up  for  Youth  provides  disadvantaged  gjrls  and  boys  that 
coaches  to  both  agencies  throu^  its  build  their  confidence  and  skiUs,  oon- 
flagship  Coaching  Corps^"  pro-  nect  them  to  mentors  and  improve 
gram,throug^iwhid\itpartnerswith  their  prospects  in  school  and  in  life 
colleges  and  universities,  volunteer  More  information  is  available  at 
centers,  and  after-school  pro-  www.teamupforyouth.org 

SFUSD  Considers  New  Policies  to  Make 
College  an  Option  for  Every  S.E  Student 


During  a  meeting  on  Nov.  20  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  Superinten- 
dent Carios  Carda  proposed  three 
new  curricular  policies  designed  to 
make  college  a  more  viable  option 
for  every  student  in  the  district. 

As  part  of  implementing  the 
district's  strategic  plan.  Beyond 
the  Talk,  the  poUdes  proposed  by 
the  superintendent  would  in- 
crease iie  available  opportunities 
and  resources  for  students  to  hil- 
fill  critical  graduation  require- 
ments, while  increasing  their  ex- 
posure to  the  academic  rigor  that 
prepares  them  for  success  in  col- 
lege and/or  careers.  Currently  a 
disproportionate  number  of  mi- 
nority and  economically  disad- 
vantaged students  fail  to  meet  the 
academic  requirements  forcoUege 
admission, 

Superintendent  Carlos  Garcia 
said,  "We  are  expanding  the  op- 
tions for  our  students  when  they 
graduate.  Right  now  we  have  a 
district  where  certain  populations 
of  students  are  not  getting  that 
chance.  Whether  or  not  to  go  to 
college  should  be  a  student's 
choice,  not  a  failure  on  our  part  to 
prepare  our  students.  We  want 
SFUSD  graduate*  to  be  ready  to 
compete  in  today's  global 
economy.  " 

Under  the  first  proposed  policy, 
thedistrict  would  align  its  gradu- 
ation requirements  with  tHe  A-G 
course  sequence,  the  coursework 
required  for  admission  to  any 
California  public  university.  The 
proposal  calls  for  the  implemen- 


tation of  learrung  support,  profes- 
sional development,  and  the  re- 
alignment of  resources  to  help  all 
students  successfully  meet  these  ex- 
pectations. 

The  second  policy  proposal 
would  set  a  consistent  protocol 
across  the  district  for  student  ac- 
cess to  honors  and  Advanced 
Placement  courses.  Currently,  ev- 
ery high  school  sets  its  own  cri- 
teria for  enrollment  in  these 
courses.  By  opening  enrollment, 
students  that  are  traditionally 
underrep resented  in  these  classes 
will  have  a  greater  opportunity 
to  participate  in  a  college-level 
course  and  earn  college  credit. 

The  third  proposed  poUcy  would 
require  the  district  to  develop  and 
implement  a  system  of  alternative 
opportunities  to  earn  course  credit 
including  online  courses,  work- 
based  experience  and  independent 
shidy 

At  the  start  of  this  school  year, 
approximately  10  percent  of  high 
school  shidents  were  not  on  track 
to  graduate  in  four  years  due  to 
credit  defidency. 

"The  way  our  system  is  now,  if 
you're  failing  in  Algebra  I  during 
the  fall  semester,  you  will  have  to 
wait  until  next  year  to  take  the 
course  over  and  make-up  the 
coursework,"  said  Margaret  Chiu, 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  High 
Schools.  "By  creating  greater  flex- 
ibility in  programming,  we  can 
help  students  catch  up  in  a  timely 
manner  and  prevent  more  stu- 
dents from  dropping  out." 
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McLaren  park  fS|ews  and  Notes 

by  Beth/  Pnrshiill 

Noxious  Water  Weed  on  Its  Way  to  Oblivion 

The  choking  weed  that  fills  McNabb  Lake  was  identified  some 
months  ago  as  Eurasian  water  milfoil.  It  is  likely  that  someone 
dumped  the  contents  of  an  aquarium  into  the  lake,  not  knowing 
that  the  plant  can  quickly  take  over  a  body  of  water  The  weed  is  a 
problem  in  many  bodies  of  water  in  California,  especially  at  marinas 
where  it  is  so  thick  it  can  jam  the  propeller  on  a  motorboat. 

Oddly  enough,  according  to  park  employees  McNabb  Lake  is  the 
only  lake  in  San  Francisco  where  the  weed  is  a  problem.  With 
permission  granted  by  the  Environmental  Review  agency,  the  lake 
was  given  a  dose  of  Sonar,  a  chemical  that  attacks  only  milfoil  and 
a  couple  of  other  invasive  water  plants.  Since  it  takes  six  to  eight 
weeks  for  the  chemical  to  do  the  job,  it  is  hoped  that  the  lake  will 
be  cleared  by  the  end  of  December. 

Of  interest  to  bird  watchers,  about  ten  or  twelve  coots  have 
returned  to  the  lake  after  being  absent  for  several  months.  Winter 
months  are  a  good  time  to  see  a  few  migratory  birds  that  get  off 
the  beaten  path  and  settle  at  McNabb  for  a  while.  I  continue  to 
hope  that  a  pair  oi  coots  will  stick  around  and  breed  there. 

The  Reservoir  Has  a  Name 

I  only  learned  recently  that  the  reservoir  has  a  name.  A  friend  who 
was  reading  a  book  about  walks  in  San  Francisco  came  aaoss  a  map 
that  tells  us  that  it  is  Shelley  Lake  up  on  the  hill.  Thank  you,  Abby 

Dog  Walker  Courtesy 

Most  dog  walkers,  both  the  professionals  with  groups  and 
individuals  with  their  own  pets,  are  conscientious  about  picking 
up  poops.  But  talking  to  a  gardener  the  other  day  1  had  to 
sympathize  with  her  complaints  about  those  who  don't  bother.  It's 
too  bad  that  this  particular  'manure'  doesn't  biodegrade  very 
quickly,  especially  when  left  in  the  open.  But  just  as  aruioying  to 
her,  others,  and  me  are  those  who  bag  the  mess,  tie  a  knot  in  the 
bag,  and  leave  it  neatly  by  the  side  of  the  trail.  Guess  they  think 
there's  a  park  janitor  to  come  along  and  pick  up  after  them.  And 
the  real  champion  of  inconsideration  is  the  person  who  bags  the 
mess  and  hangs  it  on  the  branch  of  a  tree.  Enough,  that's  my  tirade 
for  this  issue. 

Remember  that  you  can  go  to  www.parkscan.org  to  make  com- 
ments about  any  city  park.  If  you  do,  be  sure  to  jot  down  the  track- 
ing number  that  is  provided  so  you  can  check  on  progress  made 
by  the  Rec  &  Park  Dept. 


Mayors  Want  to  Make  Bay  Area  Electric  Vehicle  Capital  of  Nation 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom,  San  jose 
Mayor  Chuck  Reed  and  Oakland 
Mayor  Ron  Dellums  on  Nov.  20  an- 
nounced a  nine-step  policy  plan  for 
transforming  the  Bay  Area  into  the 
"Electric  Vehicle  (EV)  Capital  of  the 
U.S."  In  conjunction  with  the  news. 
Better  Place,  a  global  electric  trans- 
portation company,  announced  that 
it  would  enter  the  U.S.  market  with 
California  as  its  first  state,  beginning 
in  the  Bay  Area, 

"Our  aim  is  to  make  the  Bay  Area 
—  and  eventually  California  —  the 
electric  vehicle  capital  of  the  U.S.,"  said 
San  Francisco  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom. 

Commercial  availability  of  electric 
cars  is  targeted  to  begin  in  201 2,  and 
Better  Place  estimates  its  network 
investment  in  the  Bay  Area  will  total 
$1  billion  when  the  system  is  fully 
deployed.  The  three  mayors  said  they 
welcomed  Better  Place's  announce- 
ment and  anticipate  many  other  EV 
companies  will  focus  on  the  Bay  Area 
as  a  top-priority  market 

"In  these  times,  it  is  critical  that  we 
identify  solutions  to  address  both  our 
economic  and  environmental  chal- 
lenges," said  Speaker  of  the  House 
Nancy  Pelosi 

Joined  by  Governor  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's  special  advisor 
David  Crane,  the  mayors  announced 
that  tiiey  would  take  unprecedented 
action  beginning  in  December  to 
work  with  the  region's  cities,  coun- 
ties, regional  govenunental  organi- 
zations and  private  sector  partners  to 
position  the  region's  economic  and 
environmental  future  around  electric 
transportation. 

"California  is  already  a  world 
leader  in  fighting  global  warming 


and  promoting  renewable  energy," 
said  Governor  Schwarzenegger. 
"This  type  of  public-private  partner- 
ship is  exactly  what  I  envisioned 
when  we  created  the  first  ever  low 
carbon  fuel  standard  and  when  the 
state  enacted  the  zero  emissions  ve- 
hicle program." 

The  Mayors  announced  policies 
that  they  wi][  advance,  beginning  in 
December 

•Expedited  permitting  and  instal- 
lation of  electric  vehicle  charging 
outiets  at  homes,  business,  parking 
lots,  and  other  buildings  through- 
out the  Bay  Area; 

*lncenti  ves  for  employers  to  ir\stall 
EV  charing  systems  in  their  work- 
place and  provide  simileir  incentives 
to  parking  facilities  and  other  loca- 
tions where  EV  charging  stations 
can  be  installed; 

•Harmoruze  local  regulations  and 
standards  across  the  region  that  gov- 
ern EV  ii\frastructure  to  achieve 
regulatory  consistency  for  EV  com- 
panies as  well  as  ocpanded  range  for 
EV  consumers; 

"Establish  common  government 
programs  that  promote  the  pur- 
chase of  EVs; 

*Link  EV  programs  and  infrastruc- 


Home  Aff ordability  Increases  in  State  Amid  Housing  Downturn 


SACRAMENTO  -  Housing 
affordability  continued  to  increase 
during  the  third  quarter  through- 
out most  of  the  state  as  a  result  of 
sharp  price  reductions  fueled  by 
waves  of  foreclosures,  yet  Califor- 
nia is  still  home  to  five  of  the  10  least 
affordable  markets  in  tlie  nation,  the 
California  Buildine  Industry  Asso- 
ciation said  recenUy 

The  quarterly  Naticwial  Association 
of  Home  Builders/Wells  Fargo 
Housing  Opporturtity  Index  found 
that  homes  were  more  affordable  in 
27  of  the  state's  28  metro  areas  in- 
cluded in  tile  report  but  because  of 
falling  home  prices  across  the  nation, 
California  still  has  more  metro  areas 
scoring  the  lowest  in  affordability 
than  any  other  state.  In  addition,  rela- 
tively high  affordability  levels  are 
likely  to  be  a  short-lived  phenom- 
enon after  the  market  correction  is 
completed  as  underlying  demo- 
graphic trends  point  to  rising  prices 
in  the  future  once  the  large  supply 
of  foreclosed  homes  is  sold. 

Robert  Rivinius,  CBIA's  Presi- 
dent and  CEO,  said  tiie  continued 
increase  in  affordability  in  most  ar- 
eas of  the  slate  is  welcome  news 
for  prospective  homebuyers  look- 
ing to  purchase  a  home  in  the  near 
fuhire,  but  urged  policy  makers  to 
continue  looking  at  ways  to  ad- 
dress the  high  cost  of  housing  in 
California  by  streamlining  the 
homebuilding  process  and  defer- 
ring or  lowering  development  im- 
pact fees. 


"The  increase  in  affordability'  is 
great  news  for  people  who  are 
looking  and  who  qualify  to  buy  a 
home  in  the  current  market,  and 
we  definitely  encourage  those 
people  to  do  so  and  take  ad  van  tage 
of  the  low  prices  while  tiiey  last," 
Rivinius  said.  "However,  we  must 
continue  to  look  to  the  future  and 
make  sure  that  California  housing 
continues  to  be  more  affordable  on 
a  long- term  basis. 

"Ifs  estimated  by  the  California 
Department  of  Housing  and  Com- 
munity Development  that  Califor- 
nia needs  to  be  building  around 
230,000  urtits  per  year  to  keep  up 
with  population  growth,  but  we 
wont  even  build  a  rflird  of  tiiat  num- 
ber this  year.  Basic  supply  and  de- 
mand economics  tells  us  that  this 
will  eVentiially  put  upward  pres- 
sure on  prices.  Policy  makers  need 
to  look  at  ways  to  get  people  out 
there  to  buy  up  the  unsold  inven- 
tory so  that  homebuilders  can  con- 
tinue to  build  new  homes  in  hopes 
of  meeting  the  demand  once  Uie 
market  reaches  equilibrium,  other- 
vAse  we  could  again  be  facing  a  se- 
rious housing  shortage,  which 
would  cause  today's  affordability 
levels  to  drop  significanUy" 

Rivinius  said  that  CBIA  is  push- 
ing Congress  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  temporary 
homebuyer  tax  credit  of  $7,500  en- 
acted earlier  this  year  and  to  make 
it  a  true  credit  that  doesn't  have  to 
be  paid  back  in  hopes  of  encour- 
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aging  more  buyers  to  snap  up  the 
unsold  inventory  flooding  the  mar- 
ket He  also  said  the  Association 
uill  continue  to  requestlocal  policy 
makers  to  defer  or  lower  develop- 
ment impact  fees  so  that  builders 
will  be  able  to  get  projects  off  the 
ground  more  quickly  in  hopes  ot 
avoiding  a  housing  shortage  once 
the  market  corrects  itself. 

During  the  third  quarter  of  2008, 
five  of  the  10  least-affordable  metro 
areas  in  the  nation  were  located  in 
California.  New  York  City  contin- 
ued to  hold  the  titie  of  the  nation's 
least  affordable  market  with  just 
10.6  percent  of  the  homes  sold  af- 
fordable to  a  median  income  fam- 
ily, down  from  1 1 .4  percent  in  the 
second  quarter. 

San  Luis  Obispo  County  became 
California's  least-affordable  metro 
area,  and  second  in  the  nation,  and 
was  the  only  market  to  show  a  de- 
crease in  affordability  with  just  1 3.4 
percent  of  the  homes  sold  afford- 
able to  a  median-income  family, 
down  from  14.7  percent  in  the  sec- 
ond quarter.  San  Francisco,  San 
Mateo  and  Marin  counties  came  in 
third  (16.6  percent),  followed  by  the 
Nassau-Siiffolk  metro  area  in  New 
York  (19.2  percent)  and  Los  Ange- 
les County  (20.7  percent). 

Merced  County  overtook  the  Sac- 
ramento region  to  become 
California's  most  affordable  market 
with  60.7  percent  affordability,  up 
from  48.6  percent  in  the  second 
quarter  The  Sacramento  region  and 
Stanislaus  County  were  the  second - 
and  third  most-affordable  metro  ar- 
eas in  California  writh  59.9  percent 
and  59.7  percent  affordability,  re- 
spectively. 

On  a  statewide  basis,  the  HOI 
found  that  a  median-income  fam- 
ily could  have  afforded  44  percent 
of  the  new  and  existing  homes  that 
were  sold  during  the  third  quarter, 
up  from  36.8  percent  in  the  second 
quarter. 

Nationwide,  56.1  percent  of  new 
and  existing  homes  sold  in  the  third 
quarter  were  affordable  to  families 
earning  the  national  median  inaime, 
up  from  55  percent  in  the  second 
quarter  Springfield,  Ohio,  became 
the  nation's  most-affordable  housing 
market  with  an  affordability  ranking 
of  9Z9  percent  followed  by  Wheel- 
ing. West  Virgjnia-Ouo,  with  a  rank- 
ing of  92.3  percent 


hire  to  regional  transit  and  air  qual- 
ity programs, 

'Establish  programs  for  aggressive 
pooled-purchase  orders  for  EVs  in 
municipal,  state  government  and 
private  sector  fleets  and  fuhire  com- 
mitment of  purchasing  preference 
for  EV  vehicles, 

'Expedited  permitting  and  ap- 
proval for  facilities  that  provide  ex- 
tended-range driving  capability  for 
EVs  in  the  region  throu^  battery 
exchange  locationsor  fast-charging; 

•Identify  and  secure  suitable  starv 
dard  (llOV)  electiic  outiets  for  charg- 
ing low  voltage  EVs  in  every  gov- 
ernment building  in  TOCf);  and 

'Identify  roll-out  plan  for  placement 
of  220V  EV  charging  equipment 
throug^iout  each  dty  including  dty 
parking  lots  and  curbside  parlong. 

The  Mayors  said  they  will  work 
with  other  cities  throu^out  the  re- 
gion, regional  goveniment  organi- 
zations such  as  the  Bay  Area  Air 
Quality  Management  District  Met- 
ropolitan Transportation  Authority, 
and  Association  of  Bay  Area  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  many  private 
sector  partners,  including  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bay  Area  Council  and  Sili- 
con Valley  Leader^p  Group. 


Visitacion  VaDsy  History  Project 

Helping  Out  with  the  Family  Budget 

by  Beth/  Parshall 

In  these  lough  economic  times,  w\\h  likely  tougher  times  to  come, 
we  look  back  at  what  kids  could  do  to  help  out  with  the  family  bud^ 
and  earn  some  spending  money  in  earlier  times.  Here's  what  one  of 
our  oral  historians,  Clarence  Wikse,  bom  in  1912,  told  us  about  his 
early  jobs. 

His  mother  had  a  hard  childhood  because  her  father  had  died  when 
she  was  ten  years  old.  She  had  worked  from  that  time,  leaving  school 
after  completing  the  fourth  grade,  so  she  encouraged  her  children  to 
work  at  a  young  age  to  help  themselves  and  tiie  family  budget.  One 
way  Clarence  and  other  youngsters  eamed  money  was  by  picking 
bouquets  of  wildflowers  in  the  springtime  to  sell.  The  Black  Hills 
(San  Bruno  Mountain)  and  open  fields  were  filled  with  flowers. 
Especially  prized  were  wild  iris,  which  sold  well,  emd  in  December 
bunches  of  wild  toyon  berries  were  sold  for  the  Christmas  season. 

When  Clarence  was  ten  years  old,  his  friend  Norman  Brice  had  a 
paper  route  which  he  turned  over  to  Qarenoe.  There  was  a  streetcar 
line  along  fiailroad  Avenue  (later  Third  Street  and  Bayshore  Blvd.). 
City  newspapers  were  bundled  up,  placed  next  to  the  motorman, 

and  kicked  off  tfie  streetcar  at  Bayshoreand  Leland,  whereboys  would 
pick  them  up  and  start  their  sales  and  deliveries. 
When  Qarenoe  was  twelve  he  found  employment  with  Qaude 
Markley,  a  diamond  setter  with  an  office  at  Keamy  and  Market. 
Oarence  worked  after  school  and  a  half-day  on  Saturday  for  $5  a 
week-  A  necessary  "tool"  for  tiie  job  was  an  oversized  coat  with  big 
pockets.  Qarenoe  would  make  jewelry  deliveries  to  Mr.  Markle/s 
customers  every  afternoon.  His  most  memorable  job  was  his  ferry 
trip  to  Oakland  and  then  by  train  to  Berkeley  with  uncut  diamonds 
valued  at  $20,000  in  his  big  pockets. 

On  Saturdays,  having  worked  for  Markley  until  noon,  Qarenoe 
worked  at  a  Nob  Hill  fountain  untiJ  10  p  m 

Another  oral  historiarv  Harry  Pierce,  bom  in  1914,  also  recalled  "and 
on  tiie  hills  there,  used  to  be  full  of  iris,  I  used  to  pick  bunches  of  them 
and  go  down  to  the  highway  and  sell  them  for  ten  cents  a  bunch." 

Harry  remembered  the  Boy's  Qub,  which  orgaruzed  summer  camp, 
and  Harry  went  to  camp  when  he  was  about  1 1  years  old.  Camp  was 
$15  for  three  weeks,  six  weeks  for  $25.  "But  in  order  to  go  there  we 
had  to  work  for  the  money.  At  one  time  there  a  poiny  newspaper, 
the  Daily  Herald,  one  penny,  25  cents  a  month.  I  delivered  them  in 
the  moming  before  school,  I  was  scared  to  death,  they  used  to  pick  us 
up  and  let  us  oUt  for  our  routes.  But  my  mother  had  to  take  them  to 
court  to  get  our  money  when  they  had  us  do  the  work  but  wouldn't 
pay  us." 

Alma  Taylor  also  put  in  time  during  her  childhood  delivering 
newspapers.  Her  older  brother  had  a  large  route  and  assigned  Alma 
to  the  area  approximately  tx)unded  by  Tioga  Avenue  and  Campbell 
Street  the  steepest  hills  of  the  route. 

For  years  most  kids  who  wanted  to  work  could  deliver  newspapers. 
There  were  once  four  daily  papers  that  I  remember,  two  moming 
and  two  afternoon,  as  well  as  the  Progress  Oater  tiie  Independent) 
and  other  smaller  commurtity  papers.  The  delivery  person  (mostiy 
boys,  but  a  few  girls  too)  did  the  collecting  once  a  month,  going  door 
todoorand  hoping  foratip.  My  older  brother  delivered  the  moming 
Chronicle  in  die  mid-forties  along  Monterey  Boulevard,  and  there 
was  one  house  with  the  instruction  to  "place  paper  in  box  on  front 
porch  and  receive  50  cent  tip."  This  was  huge,  most  tippers  came  up 
with  a  nicket  sometimes  a  dime. 

Youngsters  also  eamed  a  little  cash  by  sweeping  sidewalks  for  a 
neighbor  or  two,  helping  customers  at  a  grocery  store,  and  other 
unskilled  tasks.  But  the  newspapers  eventually  turned  to  billing  by 
mail  and  hiring  adults  only  to  deliver.  Wild  flowers  aren't  plentiful 
and  it  is  even  illegal  to  pick  them  where  they  grow  on  public  park 
land.  Jobs  for  older  young  people,  such  as  working  at  a  gas  station, 
disappeared  witii  the  ad  vent  of  self-service  and  ATM  payment  pumps. 
There  is  no  gathering  of  a  bucket  of  clams  along  the  bay  near 
Candlestick  to  sell  to  the  Old  Clam  House  for  five  dollars. 

With  all  the  progress  of  the  last  century  has  come  great  loss  ol 
opportunity  for  young  people  to  earn  some  spending  money  and 
establish  a  habit  of  responsibility  in  this  way  It  means  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  support  our  schools  and  community  groups  who 
work  to  provide  programs  that  can  fill  in  thegapso  that  tfiey  loo  will 
someday  look  back  to  their  "good  old  days"  witii  satisfaction  and 
good  feelings. 
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Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 

Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 

Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


MERGE  TRADITIONAL  MARKETING  SKILLS 
WITH  UP-TO-DATE  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Partner  with  Justyna  "Tina"  and  Anna  for  all  your  real  estate  needs 
and  you  will  get: 

*Traditionat,  warm  personal  care  with  either  Tina  or  Anna  answering 
your  phone  calls  directly  -  not  voice  mall;  not  another  representative. 
^Answer  all  your  email  inquiries  within  the  same  day 
*Get  you  the  answers  within  the  promised  approximate  time. 
*Provide  you  with  FREE  15-minute  consultants  by  referring  to 
appropriate  professionals  that  you  need,  such  as  contractors, 
accountants,  real  estate  attorneys,  etc. 

^Enroll  you  in  their  free  marttet  update  system  on  the  particular  housing 
market  of  your  interest. 
*And  more  (too  long  to  list) 

Justyna  is  a  local  resident  who  lives  in  Visrtacion  Valley  She  would 
guard  your  house  value  as  much  as  treating  it  as  her  own.  Together 
with  Anna's  updated  computerized  mari(eting  system,  they  can  get 
you  buyers  from  around  the  whole  worid. 

Justyna  speaks  fluent  Chinese  (Cantonese,  Mandarin  and  Shanghaiese). 
Anna  speaks  fluent  Indonesian. 


Anna  Gandamana 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-412-9141 

E:  anna@annasf.com 
www.annasf.com 


Justyna  To  "Tina" 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-830-1235 

E:  justynato(^bcglobal.net 
www.justynatoxom 


100% 
Listing 
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Joe  Leiand  neighlX)rhood 

*Nov  4th  Election  Day  Results:  San  Franciscans  turned  out  to  vote 
in  record  numbers,  but  not  so  much  in  Visitadon  Valley  Once  again. 
Vis  Valley  had  the  lowest  percentage  of  registered  voters  voting  on 
Election  Day  City  wide  the  turnout  was  nearly  80  percent.  Not 
surprising  given  tiie  presidential  candidates  and  high  profile  State 
ballot  measures.  Vis  Valley  turned  out  67,6  percent.  That's  an 
impressive  number,  but  still  dead  last  when  compared  to  all  the  other 
neighborhoods.  Vis  Valley  cast  about  5500  ballots.  Just  for  comparison, 
Upper  Market  /  Eureka  Valley  had  the  highest  turn  out  with  87  percent 
Marina  Pacific  Heights  had  the  highest  ballots  cast  at  33,600. 
*Safer  Leiand:  Be  forwanied.  The  SFPD  has  stepped  up  traffic 
enforcement  along  Leiand  Avenue  and  the  surrounding  streets. 
Expired  registration,  rolling  stops,  seat  belt  violations,  and  even  cell 
phone  use  without  a  hands  free  device  will  result  in  a  siren  blast  and 
flashing  lights.  Follow  the  laws  and  you  need  not  worry. 
•Schlage  Lock  Nears  the  End:  Ifs  almost  time  to  say  goodbye  to 
the  Schlage  Lock  factory  buildings.  The  Planning  Commission 
recently  initiated  the  first  round  of  hearing  that  are  the  mandatory 
steps  to  approving  the  land  use,  zoning,  and  document  certifications 
need  to  bring  an  era  to  a  dose.  Another  information  presentation 
will  be  held  on  December  4th  at  the  Planning  Commission.  This 
will  give  the  Commissioners  an  overview  of  the  proposed 
development  and  allow  them  to  hear  public  comment  On  December 
18th,  the  Planning  Commission  will  vote  on  the  adequacy  of  the 
Environmental  Impad  Report  and  other  required  code  and  zorung 
amendments.  The  public  is  encouraged  to  attend  and  comment. 
For  more  info,  contad  Steve  Shotland  at  415-558-6308, 
*Got  Metiudone?:  The  S.F  Department  of  Public  Health  has  sent  notices 
regarding  a  proposal  to  establish  a  "mobile  methadone  workshop" 
dispensary  at  die  parking  lot  of  St  Phillips  Baptist  Church  (745  Velasco 
between  Santos  and  Pasadena).  No  construdion  would  occur.  The  vdiide 
would  operate  Monday-Friday  mornings  during  a  two  hour  period. 
The  Planning  Department  has  purview  over  this  matter  because  this 
new  "public  fadlit/'  is  considered  a  "change  of  use"  for  the  church  lot 
MethadcHie  is  a  synthetic  drug  used  to  treat  opioid  dependency  For 
more  info  contad  Edgar  Oropeza  at  415-558-6381  before  Dec,  19, 2008, 
*LitHe  Hollywood  Park  Little  Hollywood  Park  was  the  subjed  of  a 
recent  hearing  at  the  Rec  and  Park  Department  (RPD)  Commission.  The 
upper  portion  of  the  park  is  ouned  by  our  esteemed  neighbor  Norcal 
Waste  System  but  is  leased  to  the  Gty  for  $1  a  year  This  has  been  the 
arrangement  for  over  a  decade.  The  RiPD  has  long  planned  to  renovate 
the  upper  tier,  but  can  not  do  so  until  they  have  free  and  dear  title.  Norcal 
has  made  a  gesture  to  give  the  RPD  this  land  as  part  of  a  land  swap  plus 
S400K  deal.  Norcal  would  like  to  purchase  Ornnrwl  Sfni*f,  a  vacant  ship 
of  land  ouTied  by  the  Qty  adjacent  to  their  Golden  Gate  facilities  on 
Berry  Street  All  agreed  that  Uttle  Hollywood  Park  should  be  transfened 
to  theGty,  but  the  deal  faced  opposition  from  open  space  advocates  and 
Pobero  Hill  residents  because  the/d  like  to  see  Channd  Sheet  used  for 
future  open  space.  The  item  was  presented  at  theNovember  20th  meeting 
of  the  RPD  Commission  and  the  swap  was  rejected  until  The 
Corrunisaoners  gathered  more  iriformation.  Uttle  Hollywood  still  has 
its  park,  but  no  improvements  will  ever  be  made  until  this  situation  is 
resolved.  More  info  here:  http://www.potreroviewjtet^ewsl0032iitml 
*Yahoo  Visitadon  Valley:  If  you  have  email  and  an  interest  in 
sharing  information  about  Vis  Valley,  make  sure  you  sign  up  for 
the  ever  popular  Vis  Valley  yahoo  group.  The  Valley  Eye.  Recent 
topic  indude  home  break  ins,  meeting  updates,  strange  noises  at 
ni^t,  and  the  best  place  to  find  a  good  house  painter.  Go  to  the 
link  below  or  send  your  email  to  rmorine@aol.com  to  join  the 
discussion:  http://groups.yahoo.com/groupA'alley_Eye/ 


[  Book  Reviews ) 

The  Fine  Art  of  Small  Talk 

A  holiday  on  mean  the  ideal  fam- 
ily get  together  or  a  day  of  awkward 
moments,  uncomfortable  silences 
and  eruptions  of  family  feuds.  Here 
are  ten  conversation  bombshells  by 
Debra  Fine,  author  of  The  Fine  Art 
of  Small  Talk  (Hyperion,  $16.95) : 

1 .  "Are  you  two  ever  going  to  get 
married?"  Most  of  us  mothers  (I  am 
guilty  as  charged!)  along  with  the 
rest  of  the  planet  presume  that  long 
time  dating  results  in  marriage.  It 
ain't  necessarily  so!  And  for  ttiose 
young  people  at  the  table  already 
blissfully  wed:  "When  are  you  two 
going  to  make  me  a  grandmother?" 
Back  off!  If  they  wanted  you  to 
know  their  intimate  intentions  they 
would  be  sure  to  send  you  a  press 
release. 

2.  "I  heard  Sarah  got  into  North- 
western , . .  why  in  tfie  world  is  she 
going  to  Michigan  State  instead?" 
Maybe  the  stock  market  plunge  has 
put  a  damper  on  attending  private 


eating  at  the  holiday  dinner  table  is  creative  writing, 
a  marathon  of  gorging  for  some  for  The  Smallest  LUtte  Artist  Book  1 
others  it  may  t>e  an  Olympic  feat  of  The  Mam/  Faces  of  Friendship  (Black 
disdpline.  Also,  just  because  you  Seal  Dominion,  $11.95)  is  the  first 
slaved  over  the  pumpkin  pie  or  pre-  in  a  series  designed  to  foster  a  love 
pared  grandma's  traditional  stuff-  of  poetry,  literature,  creative  writ- 
ing does  not  mean  we  are  required  ing,  photography  and  various 
to  consume  it  Eating  is  a  personal  forms  of  art  in  children.  It  will  to 
decision!  help  stimulate  creatively  and  help 
7.  "Yes,  I  know  you're  a  parent  children  leam,  while  having  fun  at 
But  haven't  you  ever  thought  about  the  same  time. 


working?"  Is  this  just  a  reflection  of 
the  Mommy  wars?  Whether  some- 
one chooses  to  work  outside  of  the 
home  or  stay  at  home  with  their 
kids  it  is  their  choice  and  we  should 
respect  that  choice  and  instead 
show  a  genuine  interest  in  her: 
"What  are  the  challenges  of  staying 
at  home  with  kids  today?"  or  "De- 
scribe a  typical  day..."  or  "What 
keeps  you  busy  outside  of  work/ 
home?" 

8.  "1  see  you  still  can't  be  bothered 
with  ironing  a  shirt."  Leave  him 
alone.  His  priorities  are  not  the  same 
as  yours.  Appredate  that  he  wore  a 
nice  button  down  shirt! 

9.  "How  is  it  that  your  son  looks 


The  book  features  children's  sto- 
ries, poems  and  illustrations  that 
kids  can  color.  There  are  also  pho- 
tographs and  artwork  by  Luc  Mar- 
tin, William  Kropp,  Jennifer  jack- 
son,  a^id  Karyn  Moore. 

The  plot  centers  around  a  little 
leaf  who  is  afraid  of  falling  off  his 
tree  branch  when  autimm  comes. 
Meet  Bailey  and  her  orJy  friend 
Butterscotch  who  everyone  else 
thinks  is  imaginary,  and  find  out 
what  happens  when  a  moving 
truck  pulls  up  next  door. 

Find  out  what  happens  when 
Mary  plants  special  flower 
seeds,  and  the  flowers  come 
alive!  What  will  happen  once 


instihitions.  Got  a  problem  with  the  justlikeyouandyourdau^terlooks  winter  comes?  Meet  a  little  boy 

Spartar\s'?  she  could  be  from  a  different  whose  best  friend  is  a  stuffed 

3."  No,  thanks.  I  gave  up  drinking  family?"P&rsonal  questions  that  you  animal.  He  holds  onto  Fluffy 

after  I  saw  the  toll  it  took  on  you."  do  not  know  the  answer  to  are  never  whenever  he's  scared.  What  will 

This  is  meant  to  deliberately  point  a  good  idea.  Other  examples  indude  happen  when  he  has  to  be  brave 

a  finger.  If  you  must  address  "Did  your  son  get  into  Yale?"  and  and  Fluffy  is  not  around?  There 


someone's  over  indulgence  do  it  in  "How  is  the  girlfriendr 

private!  And  making  someone  feel  10.  "E>id  you  cook  this  yourself, 

bad  about  him  or  herself  does  not  or  did  you  just  thaw  it  out?"  You 

typically  motivate  better  behavior  may  be  asking  because  you  sin- 

4.  "Why  did  you  two  leave  that  cerely  wish  to  know  how  you  can 

beautiful  home  for  this  dump?"  createthisdishyourselfbutyouare 


are  many  lessons  to  be  learned 
and  shared  with  others. 

Children  wiU  love  this  book  so 
much,  they  won't  even  realize  they 
are  learning.  It  is  educational  in, 

...^   ^.     _  _.  .  ^  twoways—  it  stimulates  their  in- 

APR  and  no  interest  loans  created  putting  the  host/hostess  on  the  spot  tellectual  side  as  well  as  their  artis- 
a  housing  crisis  for  all  not  just  those  Instead  ask  for  the  redpe  after  the  tic  one. 

strangers  you  read  about  in  the  meal.  If  it  was  not  homemade  she    Tonya  is  the  mother  of  three 

will  let  you  know  at  that  time  or  daughters,  ages  2  to  7  who  lives  in 
maybe  be  coy  and  say  that  the  redpe  central  Virginia.  She  is  also  a  nurse 
is  a  family  tradition  that  is  not  and  a  freelance  writer  who  has 
shared  outside  the  family! 

Many  Faces  of  Friendship 

Author  Tonya  Lambert  an- 
nounces her  newest  children's 


newspapers.  Remember  what 
Mom  always  said,  if  you  have  noth- 
ing nice  to. say, .  .shut  up! 

5.  "I  knew  your  candidate  did  not 
stand  a  chance,  what  do  you  have 
to  say  for  yourself  now?"  Stop  gloat- 
ing, there  are  plenty  people  eating 


written  for  numerous  magazines, 
online  sites,  anthologies,  and  her 
local  newspaper. 
She  has  worked  as  a  preschool  art 


turkey  after  the  election,  no  need  to  book  series.  Vie  Smallest  Utile  Art-  teacher  and  she  wrote  this  book  to 

rub  it  in.  We  are  all  in  this  together,  ist.  Lambert  has  always  had  a  love  share  her  love  of  art,  creative  writ- 

6.  "Aren't  you  full  yet?"  or  "Why  of  art  and  photography  and  has  ing,  poetry,  and  photography  with 

aren't  vou  eating  anything?"  Leave  taught  a  preschool  art  dass  at  her  young  people  everywhere, 

us  alone  about  what  we  eat  or  don't  local  recreation  center.  She  wanted 

eat  and  worry  about  what  you  put  to  create  this  book  to  teach  children 

in  your  own  mouth.  Just  because  about  art  through  fun  projects  and 


[Cooking  Comer] 

Consumer  Price  Index  for  S.F,  in  September  Macadamia  Shortbread 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  ing  Odober  2008  and  over  the  past  1  cup  (2  sticks)  butter,  softened 

the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  re-  year  prices  were  up  3.6  percent.  cup  packed  light-brown  sugar; 

ported  consumer  prices  in  the  San     Key  charaderistics  of  the  CPI  for  cups  all-purpose  flour;  ^/i  cup 

Frandsco  area  increased  0.2  per-  San  Frandsco  in  Odober  2008:  coarsely  chopped  Mauna  Loa® 

cent  for  the  two-month  period  end-   *San  Francisco  area  consumer  Dry  Roasted  Macadamias;  '-^cup 

prices  increased  0.2  percent  over  Hershey'sCB)  Kissables®  chocolate 

Special  Saturdays  and  Holiday  Crafts  Day  at  Randall  Museimi  the  past  two  months  candy  in  red,  green  and  white  coi 

*  •'  "Transportation  pnces  declined 

The  Randall  Museum  offers  further  information.  Holiday  Crafte  Day 

drop-in,  hands-on  art  and  sdence  *Dec.  13:  Using  found  wood,  con-    Create  one-of-a-kind,  inexpen- 

workshops  every  Saturday  from  struct  and  paint  your  own  ad  hoc  sive,  seasonal  crafts  to  use  in  your 

1  to  4  p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way  sculpture  in  the  wood  shop!  home  or  give  as  gifts  during  the 

(off  Roosevelt,  above  the  Castro).  *Dec.  20:  Make  your  own  mosaic  upcoming  winter  holidays  at 


Workshops  are  $3  per  child;  $5  for  picture  frame, 

a  parent  and  child  combo.  *Dec,  27:  Dip  into  the  art  of 

All  kids  under  8  must  be  with  a  printmaking  with  bold  and  instantly 

paying  adult.  Call  554-9600  for  gratifying  monoprints. 


Holiday  Crafts  Day  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  6  from  10  a.m,  to  2  p.m.  En- 
joy live  entertairunent,  tasty  treats, 
and  more. 


ors;  'A  cup  powdered  sugar;  2  tea- 
4.6  percent  since  August,  but  ad-  spoons  milk, 
vanced  6.3  percent  over  the  past     I .  Heal  oven  to  350°  F. 
year.  2.  Beat  butter  and  brown  sugar  in 

"Grocery  prices  increased  2.0  per-  large  bowl  until  creamy.  Gradually 
cent  since  August  and  advanced  mix  in  flour  and  macadamia  nuts 


Church 
of  the 
Visitadon 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 


Daily  Masses 

(Mon-Fri)  7  a.m.  &  5:30  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses 
8  &  9:30  a.m.  (11  am 
Spanish)  12:30  &  5  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 

7:30  a  m  &  5  p.m. 

Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School 
Grades  K-8 
239-7840 


Religious  Education:  Grades  K-8  (Saturday  only)  239-6723 

Come,  Let  us  worst}ip  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  239-5950 

Rev.  Erick  E.  Arauz,  Administrator  Pro  Tem 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233        Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  I  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 


The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLEMENTAL  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  SITE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


6.0  percent  over  the  past  year        Knead  mixture  until  it  holds  to- 
*Housing  prices  increased  0.9  per-  gether  and  can  be  pressed  into  a  ball 
cent  since  August  and  advanced    3.  Divide  dou^  into  4  portions. 
4.3  percent  over  the  past  year        Shape  dough  on  a  lightly  floured 

surface  into  four  10-inch  long  rolls. 
Place  on  ungreased  cookie  sheet. 
Make  a  Vt-inch  deep  grove  dovm 
the  center  of  each  roll.  Cut  each  roll 
diagonally  into  l-inch  slices,  but 
do  not  separate  slices.  Press  3  to  4 
chocolate  candies  into  groove  of 
each  slice. 

4.  Bake  30  to  35  minutes  or  until 
surface  and  edges  are  lightly 
browned.  Cool  10  minutes  on 
cookie  sheet  on  wire  rack.  Recut 
slices;  cool  completely. 

5.  Stir  together  powdered  sugar 
and  milk;  stir  until  smooth.  If  nec- 
essary, add  additional  milk,  '/^  tea- 
spoon at  a  time,  until  desired  con- 
sistency. Drizzle  over  cookies;  al- 
low drizzle  to  set. 

Makesaboul3dozien  cookies,  naps 


Crossword  Puzzle  Solution 


SQia  HCIIZlIi  QEICiCa 

EiEDD  SEiiaQ  canQa 

□BOB  QEilQQQ] 
dBSa  [DiaSB  BQB 
WXSM  BlBiaBO  DBB 
ng]Q  □ODOQ  BBSS 
mQBBB  BDISIB 

BdOBl  SlSBQtS] 
BBBD  QEiaB  BBQ 
BEIISB  GIESBB  BlIsIB 
DBOB  BCTBB  EBBl 
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A  War  Over  Water? 

Dear  EarthTalk  I  saw  a  cover  tine 
on  a  magazine  that  said,  "The  next 
world  war  will  be  over  water."  Tell 
me  we're  not  really  running  out  of 
water!  -Nell  Fox,  Seattle,  WA 

Today  fully  one-sixth  of  the  world's 
human  population  lacks  access  to 
clean  drinking  water,  and  more  than 
two  million  people— mostly  kids- 
die  each  year  from  water-borne  dis- 
eases. The  U.S.  Agency  for  Interna- 
tional Development  (USAfD),  an 
independent  organization  that  pro- 
vides economic,  development  and 
humanitarian  assistance  around  the 
world  in  support  of  the  foreign 
policy  goalsof  die  United  States,  pre- 
dicts that  by  2025,  one-third  of  all 
humans  will  feoe  severe  and  chronic 
water  shortages. 

Needless  to  say,  water  is  of  primary 
importance  to  our  survival,  and  pro- 
tecting access  to  and  the  quality  of 
fresh  water  supplies  will  likely  be- 
come more  and  more  of  a  challenge 
in  the  coming  years.  According  to  the 
non-profit  World  Water  Council,  the 
20th  century  saw  a  tripling  of  the 
world's  population  wlule  Ircshwa- 
ter  use  grew  by  a  factor  of  six.  With 
world  population  expected  to  in- 
crease as  mudn  as  50  percent  over 
the  next  half  century,  analysts  are 
indeed  worried  that  increasing  de- 
mand for  water,  coupled  with  indus- 
trialization and  urbanization,  will 
have  serious  consequences  both  for 
human  health  and  the  environment 
Access  to  freshwater  is  also  likely  to 
cause  conflicts  between  govern- 
ments as  well  as  within  national  bor- 
ders around  tlie  world. 

According  to  USAID,  the  world's 
"water  crisis"  is  not  so  much  an  iv 
sue  of  scarcity  as  it  is  of  poor  man- 
agement and  inequitable  distribu- 
tion. The  hardest  hit  regions  have 
been  countries  in  the  Middle  East 
North  Africa  and  sub-Saharan  Af- 
rica. Worldwide  demand  for  water 
ispresentlydoublingevery21  years. 

Water-related  problems  are  not  the 
sole  purview  of  the  developing 
world  though.  We  here  in  North 
America  have  polluted  and  diverted 
our  fresh  water  supplies  far  beyond 
nature's  capacity  to  restore  the  flows, 
notably  in  the  West  where  sprawl- 
ing, thu^  metropolises  have  grown 
up  in  deserts  where  the  only  way 
water  can  be  provided  is  to  siphon  it 
from  other  regions. 

So  how  do  we  fbt  the  world's  wa- 
ter woes?  The  key  lies  in  using  wa- 
ter more  efficiently — especially  in 
agriculture  and  industry,  which 
together  account  for  over  90  per- 
cent of  the  world's  total  freshwa- 
ter use.  But  changing  the  practices 
of  millions  of  farmers  and  busi- 
nesses around  the  world  is  a 
Herculean  task. 

Irena  Salina,  director  of  the  award- 
winning  documentary  film,  FLOW, 
alwut  the  world's  dwindling  water 
supplies,  thinks  it  can  be  done  if 
world  leaders,  international  banks, 
the  United  Nations  and  other  gov- 
ernmental organizations  establish 
cooperative  agreements  for  the  use 
ofbodiesofwater,  including  ground- 
water, and  economic  mechanisms  to 
make  sure  those  who  need  access  to 
water  can  gpt  it 

As  for  the  developed  world  — 
where  we  use  10  times  the  water  as 
do  developing  countries— Salina 
remains  p)essimistic.  "If  our  own 
leaders  were  serious  about  solving 
problems,  we  would  not  allow  cor- 
porations to  discharge  pollutants 
into  our  water  sources,"  she  says, 
"Instead  of  spending  billions  on 
technologies  that  clean  up  pollution, 
we  would  be  using  resources  to  pre- 
vent water  pollution  in  the  first 
place." 

Deeir  EarthTalk;  There  has  been  a 
lot  of  news  about  lead-tainted 
children's  toys  being  recalled.  Where 
are  these  toy  s  ending  u  p  and  are  they 
creating  pollution  problems  there? 
-Michael  QLaughlin.  Tigard,  OR 

The  big^t  problem  with  the  re- 
call of  millions  of  lead-tainted  toys 
over  the  last  few  )'ears  has  been  get- 
ting shops  and  consumers  to  ram- 


ply  According  to  Mattel  —  which  has 
issued  dozens  of  recalls  in  recent 
years,  including  some  2.2  million 
Qunese-made  toys  contaminated 
with  lead  paint— historically  only 
about  six  percent  of  recalled  toys  are 
returned.  For  those  that  do  come 
home  to  roost,  Mattel  sells  or  reuses 
the  zinc  and  some  of  the  resins  they 
contain,  and  then  recycles  as  many 
of  the  other  components  as  possible, 
off-loading  the  lead  to  companies 
that  specialize  in  the  safe  disposal  of 
hazardous  materials. 

But  what  t>ecomes  of  the  94  per- 
cent or  so  of  the  recalled  lead- 
tainted  toys  that  don't  make  it  back 
to  Mattel?  Many  of  them  no  doubl 
have  found  a  comfortable  home 
with  a  child  somewhere  long  be- 
fore word  of  the  recall — ignored  or 
missed  by  parents— got  out.  Of  the 
remairung  toys,  some  of4hose  that 
were  recalled  in  the  summer  of 
2007  ended  up  on  auction  website 
like  eBay  and  business- to-business 
sites  like  Made-in-China. com  — 
and  then  eventually  into  the  hands 
of  unwitting  consumers,  many  of 
them  overseas. 

Unfortunately  there  is  still  no  fed- 
eral law  or  regulation  against  resell- 
ing recalled  toys,  although  some 
members  of  Congress  are  trying  to 
change  that.  For  its  part,  eBay  has 
agreed  to  try  to  keep  recalled  prod- 
ucts off  its  auction  website,  but  en- 
forcement can  be  a  challenge. 

The  fact  that  these  toys  got  out 
there  for  sale  in  the  first  place  is  the 
real  diame,  as  research  has  shown 
that  kids  who  have  been  exposed 


regularly  to  lead  or  lead  paint  have 
lower  IQs  and  may  experience  learn- 
ing disabilities  as  well  as  bdiavioral 
problems. 

The  good  news  might  be  that  re- 
calls are  getting  more  exposure  than 
ever,  with  better  results.  Illinois- 
based  RC2  Corporation  has  already 
gotten  back  upwards  of  70  percent 
of  the  1.5  million  lead-tainted  Tho- 
mas &  Friends  wooden  railway  toys 
it  recalled  just  last  year  While  there 
is  still  no  nationally  accepted  proce- 
dure governing  the  disposal  or  re- 
cycling of  sudi  items,  individual 
compar\ies  are  bound  by  the  laws  of 
their  resf)ecti  ve  states  regarding  dis- 
posal of  the  harmful  materials  Those 
who  worry  about  lead  leaching  out 
of  landfills  and  into  groundwater 
and  soils  would  like  the  see  the  fed- 
eral government  mandate  strict 
safety  niles  for  dealing  with  lead  and 
other  hazardous  materials. 

Consumers  unsure  about  whether 
a  particular  toy  or  other  item  has 
been  part  of  a  recall  should  check 
online  at  the  "Recalls  and  Product 
Safety"  section  of  the  U.S.  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission's 
website.  If  a  given  product  has  been 
recalled,  you  can  probably  return  it 
to  the  store  where  you  bought  it  and 
let  them  deal  with  the  hassle  of  get- 
ting it  to  the  manufacturer.  Or  if  you 
know  an  item  was  recalled  for  haz- 
ardous materials,  you  can  drop  it  off 
at  your  local  municipal  hazardous 
waste  collection  facility.  The  website 
Earth911  provides  a  comprehensive 
national  database  of  such  facilities 
coast-to-coasL 
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Economic  Partnership  Will  Connect 
San  Francisco  with  Businesses  m  China 


SHANGHAI,  CHINA  -  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  joined  Vincent 
H.S.  Lo,  Chairman  of  Shui  On 
Land,C.  Richard  "Dick"  Kramlich, 
General  Partner  of  New  Enter- 
prises Associates,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco Assessor-Recorder  Phil  Ting 
on  Nov  1 2  to  kick-off  a  new  China- 
San  Francisco  economic  develop- 
ment initiative  called  ChinaSF. 

In  addition.  Mayor  Newsom  an- 
nounced that  two  major  Chinese 
comparues,  Trina  Solar  and  China 
Daily  newspaper,  plan  to  open 
operations  in  San  Francisco. 

ChinaSF  is  a  public/private  part- 
nership that  will  help  connect 
businesses  in  China  to  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  and  assist  Chi- 
nese companies  looking  to  locate 
or  invest  in  North  America. 

It  is  a  comprehensive  interna- 
tional business  recruitment  and 
retention  initiative  that  builds  on 
San  Francisco's  core  strengths  for 
international  businesses  -  a  highly 
desirable  urban  location,  a  world- 
class  international  airport,  an  un- 
paralleled workforce,  and  access 
to  all  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area's  financial  and  technology 
resources. 

"San  Francisco  is  proud  of  its 
long-standing  relationship  with 
China,"  said  Mayor  Newsom. 
"ChinaSF  builds  on  this  history  of 


shared  cultijral  and  economic 
ties,  and  strengthens  future  mu- 
tual economic  prosperity 
through  enhanced  relationships 
between  San  Franciscan  and  Chi- 
nese businesses." 

Trina  Solar,  a  leading  Chinese 
manufacturer  of  solar  photovol- 
taic products,  will  be  locating 
their  North  American  base  in  San 
Francisco  in  2009. 

In  addition,  China  Daily,  the  na- 
tional English-language  newspa- 
per of  China,  has  selected  San 
Francisco  as  the  location  for  its 
West  Coast  Operations  Office. 

"In  the  race  to  become  the  pre- 
miere U.S.  gateway  for  Chinese 
companies  expanding  into  the 
North  American  market,  San 
Francisco  has  scored  another  im- 
portant win  with  Trina  Solar  and 
China  Daily,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "Trina  Solar's  decision 
to  locate  their  North  American 
base  in  San  Francisco  highlights 
the  City's  strength  as  a  center  for 
clean  tech  innovation. 

"China  Daily's  decision  to  open 
its  West  Coast  Operations  Office 
in  San  Francisco  demonstrates 
that  our  city  is  increasingly  be- 
coming the  center  of  gravity  for 
Chinese  companies,  including 
important  media  organizations 
like  China  Daily." 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

*On  Oct  20  at  12  noon,  an  officer 
and  posse  went  to  a  home  on 
Canizal  Street  on  the  call  of  a  fight 
There  was  no  one  in  the  house.  The 
victim,  a  23  year-old  Visitadon  Val- 
ley woman,  went  to  Bayview  Station 
to  report  that  she  had  been  assaulted 
by  her  hudrand.  An  officer  and  posse 
took  up  a  surveillance  of  the  resi- 
dence and  arrested  the  husband,  a 
40  year-old,  at  9:15  pm.  He  was 
booked  into  the  County  lail. 

•On  Oct  21  at  10:20  ajn.  on  the  first 
block  of  Leland  Av^iue,  an  officer 
arrested  a  51  year-old  Visitacion  Val- 
ley woman  on  fraud  charges  at  a  lo- 
calbank  The  woman  had  repeatedly 
cashed  fraudulent  checks. 

*On  Oct  22  at  12  noon  on  the  200 
block  of  Argonaut  Avenue,  an  officer 
investigated  chronic  complaints  in- 
volving a  Visitadon  Valley  man  and 
allegations  that  he  routinely  carried 
a  gua  She  met  wnth  the  37  year-old 
man  and  his  parole  officer.  A  search 
of  the  man's  residence  and  cars  re- 
vealed narcotics  and  other  proof  &ia\ 
the  man  had  violated  his  parole.  He 
was  booked  on  felony  charges. 

*On  Oct  24  at  3:40  a.m.  on  the  1900 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  of- 
ficer investigated  a  Domestic  Vio- 
lence inddent  and  arrested  a  25  year- 
old  Bayview  District  man  on  two 
counts  of  felony  battery.  At  3:30  p.m. 
on  the  1 100  block  of  Sunnydale  Av- 
enue twoSunnydalemenwereshot 
as  they  walked  on  the  sidewalk. 
Their  assailants  were  described  as 
two  black  males,  18  to  20  years-old. 
Two  other  men  were  detained  in  the 
investigatioa  A  police  servant  of  the 
Gang  Task  Force  took  over  the  case. 
At  4:45  p.m.  on  the  100  block  of  Rey 
Street  an  officer  investigated  a  Do- 
mestic Violence  inddent  and  ar- 
rested a  20  year-old  Sunnydale  man 
for  felony  battery.  At  9:50  p.m.  on  the 
first  block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an 
officer  investigated  a  Domestic  Vio- 
lence inddent  and  named  a  39  year- 
old  Sunnydale  man  as  a  suspect 

"On  Oct  25  at  2  a.m.  on  tfie  first 
block  of  Blythdale  Ave.,  a  Sunnydale 
resident  was  confronted  by  two 
neighbors  who  threatened  her  She 
entered  her  apartment  and  heard 
shots  fired.  Officers  found  shell  cas- 
ings on  the  ground  and  bullet  holes 
in  the  building.  At  10  pm  on  the  first 
block  of  Castillo  Street,  an  officer  in- 
vestigated a  fight  and  arrested  a  24 
year  old  Polk  Gulch  man  for  battery 
and  aiminal  threats. 

*On Oct  26at  8:40  p.m.  on  the  1400 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  wit- 
nesses heard  shots  fired  and  officers 
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found  a  man  down  with  bullet 
wounds.  He  was  declared  dead  at 
the  scene.  A  police  inspector  from 
Homicide  Detail  took  over  the  case. 
•On  Oct.  30  at  5:30  p.m.  on  the  first 
blockof  Blythdale  Avenue,  a  26year- 
old  Sunnydale  woman  was  attacked 
by  an  acquaintance  and  had  the  reg- 
istration papers  for  her  car  taken  by 
force. 

*tDn  Oct.  31  at  3:10  p.m.  on  the  200 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an  ofBoer 
investigated  a  Domestic  Violence 
incident  and  named  a  54  year-old 
Western  Addition  man  as  a  suspect 
At  7:45  p.m.  on  the  100  block  of 
Brookdale  Avenue,  a  police  sergeant 
and  posse  searched  the  neighbor- 
hood for  a  man  with  a  gurL  An  of- 
ficer confronted  the  man  and  a  fool 
chase  ensued.  The  man  vras  caught 
and  a  witness  directed  officers  to  the 
gun,  a  loaded  revolver.  The  man,  a 
20  year-old  Sunnydale  District  resi- 
dent v^ras  booked  ot  five  charges. 

"On  Nov  2  at  3:1 5  pm,  officers  were 
in  the  area  of  Silver  Avenue  and 
Goettingen  Street  when  they  ^ke 
with  a  juvenile  who  had  been  ar- 
rested previously  for  robbery.  Offic- 
ers found  a  5-iiKh  metal  blade  «!  the 
juvenile.  Officers  placed  the  juvenile 
into  custody  for  the  knife  and  trans- 
ported him  to  Y.G.C  for  booking. 

•On  Nov.  3  at  2:30  p.m.  along  Burr 
Avenue,  officers  investigated  a  call 
of  shots  fired.  A  SWAT  officer  de 
tained  a  man  who  matched  the  de- 
scription of  the  suspect  No  gun  was 
found. 

•On  Nov  15  at  7  am.  on  the  100 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an  officer 
investigated  a  domestic  violence 
incident  and  arrested  a  64  year-old 
OMl  man  for  making  criminal 
threats. 

•On  Nov.  16  at  7:40  a.m.  on  the  400 
block  of  Campbell  Shieet,  an  officer 
investigated  a  family  fight  and  ar- 
rested a  22  year-old  Visitadon  Val- 
ley woman  for  the  attempted  mur- 
der of  a  family  member  v^rith  a  knife. 
At  11:45  a.m.  on  the  1400  block  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  inves- 
tigated a  call  of  shots  fired  and 
learned  that  four  men  had  squared 
off  and  had  fin?d  shots  at  each  other. 
No  was  reported  injured  and  two 
cars  were  damaged  by  bullets. 

"On  Nov.  17  at  4:20  p.m.  on  Silver 
and  San  Bruno  avenues,  a  victim 
was  robbed  while  on  a  Muni  bus 
when  an  unknown  suspect  entered 
the  back  of  the  bus  and  approached 
the  victim.  The  victim  stated  that  the 
suspect  began  to  go  through  his 
podcets  and  took  his  iPod.  The  sus- 
pect jumped  off  the  bus  after  the 
robbery.  The  victim  stated  he  was 
not  hurt,  but  the  suspect  did  push 
him  forcefully  in  the  chest 

•On  Nov.  1 8  at  6:57  a.m.  on  the  first 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an  officer 
investigated  a  domestic  violence 
incident  and  arrested  a  23  year  old 
Sunnydale  man  for  aggravated  as- 
sault Later  in  the  day  on  the  2500 
block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  an  ar- 


rest was  made  regarding  a  robbery/ 
burglary  at  a  phone  store.  The  two 
suspects  in  custody  have  been  ar- 
rested prior  on  similar  charges.  The 
suspects  also  have  pending  cases  for 
incidents  which  occurred  in  the  past 
•On  Nov  20  at  12  noon  on  the  700 
block  of  Visitacion  Avenue,  suspects 
forced  their  way  througji  the  front 
gate  of  a  residence  but  did  not  make 
their  way  throu^  the  front  door.  At 
6:50  p.m.,  officers  pulled  a  motorist 
over  for  failing  to  stop  at  the  stop  sign 
at  the  off  ramp  of  101  South  to  San 
Bruno  Avenue.  The  driver  also  had 
an  outstanding  warrant  for  battery  in 
Solano  County.  The  driver  was  taken 
into  custody  and  the  car  was  released 
to  his  friend  in  lieu  of  it  being  towed. 
At  10:40  p.m,  on  the  100  block  of 
Loehr  Street,  a  49  year-old  Visitacion 
Valley  man  ran  from  another  man 
who  was  following  him.  The  second 
man  confronted  the  victim  and  de- 
manded money.  The  robber  and  the 
victim  fought  for  control  over  a 
laptop  computer  and  the  victim  re- 
tained his  belongings.  The  robber,  a 
black  male,  20  to  25  years  old,  5'5" 
tall,  1 50  pounds,  wearing  a  dark  grey 
jacket  and  black  pants,  fled  empty 
handed. 

Police  Summaries 

•Oct  21  BayshoreBW.  and  A/1e(a  Aw-,  traffic  coi- 
son,nonfLfe 

•Oct  21:  l*Laren  Parti,  26  yeer-od  Soulh  San  Fran- 
cscowomar  arrested  on  pEiofe  wariart 
•Oct21  200l*)*dSant6St.d*aBtodydispute 
*0ct21  SunrTydateAve.andMe*aa,lrafftcofcion, 
pedeslnanniirad 

"Oct  22  8  40  a  nv,  3200  bkxk  of  San  BfwioAve. ,  resH 
dential  buglary  ocorred  tetween  Od  21  and  2.  no 
forced  entry  found,  two  vehdes  burgbnzed  rtsrie 
tJittig's  oornrxn  garage,  portabte  iHirtgation  systefTi, 
stereo  and  oonpact  dBcs  taken 
•Oct  22  Frs(  bloc*  of  BMhdafe  Aw ,  auto  bug&y 
•Oct  22 1 00  bb*  o(  Dete  St ,  b*Bfy,  susped  known 
'Oct  22  500  tto*  d  Dete  Si ,  06  (Vtaida  reoovered 
*Oct  22  200  bkx*  ot  Hafin  St ,  mental  heath  ntefwv 
tbn 

•Oct  22: 200  biock  d  Rey  Si .  fTiesiig  person,  juwenie 
'Oct  23  AftetaAw  and  Bayshore  BM ,  40  yeer-oU 
Tendertori  l>strtt  woman  arrested  on  San  Bemadho 

Cooitywanant 

•Oct  23  200  block  of  Raymond  Ave,  roiiidpereon 
juvenie 

•Oct  23  1400blocko(Sunn/JateAve,autoburglafv 
•Oct  25  9am-,SimananbHamitDnSfe  ,theflfrom 
loctedwhde.noanesl 

•Od  25  Frsi  block  o(  BIylhd*  Aw .  24  year-dd 
SifVTydalB  riHi  arested  fcf  vidatrg  court  oflJer 
•Od  25  500  block  d  Campbel  St,  two  detened  n 
bugtaryrwstigatlon 

*Od  25  100  block  dKelodi  Aw,  traffic  oofccn,  hit 
and  IU1.  no  njunes 

*0d  25  1700blod(dSunnyd*Aw.  19yeff-old 
Suin)^  man  arrested  tor  nterfehrig  with  rwstiga- 
bon 

*Ort  26  Sumydate  Aw.  and  Hahn  St ,  23  year  dd 
Rchrnond  man  arrested  for  \gndafem  baltery.  and  vi> 
latng  court  order 

•Od3  100UocitdBnltonSt,foi«JpefOTi,|ifwnle 
•Od28  100Wod(dRe^St,trespassrig. 
*0d  30  Leland  Aw  and  Peebody  St,  traffic  cofenn, 
htandn/i.nor^unes 

•Od  30  200  bbck  d  Sdwem  Si,  Ihefl.  sadcfcbags 
stripped  ficm  paked  motorcjcte 
*0d31  11 10am,200bkxkdB^ytWaleAw..* 
lBmpted  icsidential  burglary  occurred  between  6  and  9 
am,  forced  entry  VH  front  door,  no  loss  reported 
'Nm2  100  blockdDela  St,  fouidfcense  plate. 
•Nov.  3  SanBrunoAw  near  Sfcnan  St,  robbery d 
commeroel  estaMstvnent  with  gui 
■tJw  3  LeIandAw,  andBayshoreBW ,  Oeaevrolel 
^stolen 


•Nov  3  400 blodt  d  Raymond  Ave ,  Icsree  pbfc  sto- 
len 

•Nov4  245pm,(i!itblDd<dB^y1hdsteAve,fesden- 
tB(  burglary  ocojred  between  5  30  a  m  and  2  30  pm , 
forced  entry  via  kt^er  wrdcw,  cash  and  curency 
taken 

*Nov4  200 block dArgonaulAw.rTKng person, 
fjwnie 

•Nov4  9pm,700btod(dBriBselsa,entryfTBde 

through  rear  garage  door,  no  bGS 

1^ 4  BowdtJT and C*TBteadSts, Stolen automo- 

bie 

•Nov  4  Brussels  and  OlmEteed  Sts ,  burglary  d  resi- 
dence, dtempted  forcfcte  entry 
■Ncw4SanBruioAw  near  Bacon  St,  petty  theft  d 
preperty 

•Nov4,  SanBrtroAw  neerSacon  Si,  stolen auto- 
moUe 

1^  5  4:55  p  m. ,  500  biodt  d  Carter  St ,  resriErtEl 
btiglary  occuriBd  belween  1  and  420  p  m ,  entry  vB 
frort  door,  no  loss  al  tme  d  fEport 
•Nw  5  Frs^WockdBMhdateAw,vanda^smtobuid• 
ng,  garden  hose  r  mai  sbt,  wstef  damage 
'Tvtov5  Rutland  St  and  Teddy  Aw,  auto  burglary 
1^5  IZOOblockdSuin^tialeAw.fourteenagers 
detaned  durrg  nwstigatcin  rM)h/rig  brandBlwig  d 
a  gir  oubide  Hal  d  Justice 
•Nov5  leOObloc^dSunnvdateAw^mdhersiiTen- 
dered  14  year-dd  son  to  poice  on  Juwrie  Court  wa- 
rant 

•Nov5  1500bbd(d,BVlhdateAw,maicncmB' 
chief ,  vandaism 

•Nov  6  Toga  Aw  and  Dela  St,  grand  lt«ft  from 
bckedauto 

•Nov6  100blockdSctwennSt,burglarydapart- 

ment  house,  fonite  entry 

T'iov.  7  8  am,  Wheeler  and  Blar*enAws.,  theft 

from  locked  whcte,  no  arrest 

•Nov,  7  6:30  p  m,  San  Bruno  Ave  and  Fefton  St, 

theft,  from  lodied  whide,  no  arrest 

•Nov  7  Bo*«Jori  and  Otoistead  Sts ,  petty  Ihefl  from 

locked  auto 

•Nov  7  Wheeler  and  BlanhenAves ,  grand  thdt  from 
bckedauto 

1^,7  1800  blod(d  Sunnydale  Aw  petty  theft 
from  locked  auto 

•Nov  7  100blockdBVhdateAw,maiaousm6- 
chid,  breaking  wrdows 

•Nov  7  SanBrunoAw  and  Fekjn  Si,  grand  theft 
from  kxked  auto 

•Nov  7  Bcwdoin  St  ne»  [>#g  hi  St ,  petty  theft  from 
bckedauto 

■Nov  8  Gfard  and  Bacon  Sis ,  robbery  on  street 
with  gun 

•Nov  8  Siver  Ave  and  Somerset  Si,  burglary 
resdence  unlwful  entry 

•NovS  1 00  btockdBtythdate  Ave,  petty  theft  fmm 
bckedauto 

•Nov8  Wheeler andLathropAves.stotenautomo- 
bite 

•Nov  9  Santos  St  and  Sunrrydate  Aw ,  mafcMus 
nischef,  wndaism 

•NovS  100blod(dBrDOkdateAw,p06sessnnd 
controled  substance 

•Nov  9  San  Bruno  Aw  and  Wabash  Ter ,  stolen 
automobite 

•Nov  10  BayshoreBM  and  Tunnel  Ave  ,  stoten 
truck 

•Nov  10  Sfwr  and  San  Bruio  Aws ,  burglary  d 
residence,  unlsw^l  entry 
•Nov  11  ISOOUockdSunnydabAw. battery 
•Nov  11  1800  dock  dSunnydate  Aw  makaous 
mechef ,  vandaSsm  d  vehicles 
•Nov  11  San  Bruno  Aw  and  Wodsey  St,  rreiv 
taining  premise  where  narodics  are  sdc^used 
"Nov  11  SanBoinoAw  andWoobey  St.  posses- 
sion d  basa/rock  cocarte  for  sate- 
*Nov  11  SanBrunoAw  andWoobey  St.posses- 
sondcocaine 

•Nov  11  5pm,1400btod(dFeltonSt,tosswas 
)ewe*fy 

*Nov  12  1 15  p.m,  Crocker  Amazon  Park,  anned 

rdjbery.  knife,Excel5or  man  robbed  d  money  by 

Ihree  siepecb,  robbers  deserted  as  black  mate teerv 

agers  weamg  dark  ddhmg. 

•Nov  14  FfstbbckdBfythdateAw,  found  person, 

luvenie 

•Nov  14  FjsI  btock  d  Brookdale  Aw  ,  fre  report 
v^ide 

•Nov  14: 1 300  bbdtdSunrTydaie  Aw,  fouid  per- 
son, juvenda 


Cimmnm  Cam 

Funded  by 

S.F.  Department  of  Agins  ft  Aduit  Services 

Open  365  Days  a  Year 
Lunch  Served  Every  Day 
66  Raymond  Avenue  467-4499 


•Nov  14  W3yl^ndandh^dyokeS6,stdenautomo- 
ble 

•Nov  15  BayshoreBlandArie&Aw,balteiy,sus- 
pedknowffi 

•Nov  15  FrstblodtdParqueDr, battery 

■Nov  15  200tta*dSartBSl,37yea--ddSufiyd* 

vwman  arrested  on  bed  felony  wananl 

•Nov  17  Brusseband0lii5teadSts,twodetanedn 

nacdcs  rws&gation 

•Nov  17  Crocker  AmEEon  ParK  badery,  suspeds 
uiknown 

•Nov.  17  1300blockdSunn>ddeAw.,vandaismto 
parked  car.  wrdows  broken  and  lie  slashed 
•Nov  17  Qrard  a  near  Bacon  Si,  robbery  on  street 
stitngarm 

"Nw  17  S#wrandSanBnfioAws,iobberyons(reet, 
sljwigarm 

•Nov  18  200  bbdt  d  Teddy  St ,  bet  icense  pbte 
•Nov  18  Ffst doc* dBlythdate Aw, aggravated aB- 
saulwithboct/torce 

■Nov  19FrslbtockdTeddySl,fraud.fabedied(5 
Csftaf}  Deris  Oleayoltn^BSkkSbbcnanJCafilan 

SFUSD  Summit 
Brings  Together 
Parents  and  Teachers 

SFUSD  has  been  leading  the  trend 
toward  site-based  leadership  since 
implemCTiling  the  Weigjited  Studoit 
Formula  model  in  2002.  At  every 
school  in  SFUSD,  elected  members 
of  School  Site  Councils,  which  in- 
cludes staff  and  parents,  and  second- 
ary  school  students,  review  the 
n^ds  of  their  student  population 
using  the  school's  test  scores,  survey 
results  and  other  information  to  cre- 
ate a  plan  and  a  budget  that  helps 
them  carry  out  their  plan. 

This  year  the  school  district  gath- 
ered staff  and  parait  leaders  on  Nov 
22  at  Everett  Middle  School  to  ask 
them  to  take  another  step  in  trans- 
forming how  children  are  educated. 

The  big  ideas  or  goals  for  this  trar\s- 
formation  are  spelled  out  in  the 
district's  strategic  plan  called  Beyond 
the  Talk  Taking  Action  to  Educate  Ev- 
ery QiUd  Naiv.  The  details  for  how  to 
turn  these  big  ideas  into  actions  that 
result  in  every  student  being  pre- 
pared for  success  in  college  and/or 
careers  are  in  the  works. 

"We  are  asking  staff,  students,  par- 
ents, and  community  members  to 
work  together  at  their  school  sites 
to  help  design  how  we  meet  these 
goals  in  a  way  ^t  best  serves  their 
community.  We  are  figuring  out 
how  to  make  our  schools  better  to- 
gether, using  everyone's  collective 
knowledge,"  said  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent Tony  Smith. 

In  October,  the  district  introduced 
an  online  BSC  toolkit  for  school  sites 
to  share  practices  and  resources  as 
they  design  their  individual  plans 

At  the  Saturciay  gathering,  the  dis- 
trict introduced  a  new  computer 
program  called  the  Sdiool  Quality, 
Equity  and  Access  Mabrix  that  plays 
a  movie  of  a  school's  academic  per- 
formance over  the  last  five  years 
showing  a  schools  movement 
over  time  in  relation  to  how  well 
the  school  is  assuring  success  for 
all  of  its  students,  or  as  stated  in 
the  plan,  "dimirushing  the  predic- 
tive power  of  demographics." 


VISITACION  VALLEY 
DENTAL  OFFICE 

Alt>ert  Kuan,  D.D.S. 


10  Percent  Senior  Discount 

37  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  OA  94134 

Monday  thru  Friday:  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Closed  on  Thursday 

Phone  239-5500 
for  an  appointment 
Cantonese  Spoken 


Being  a  Positive  Parent  While  Correcting  Negative  Behavior 


VISTTAOON  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE  ■  OECEMBER  20M  -  9 


Next  to  love,  one  of  tfie  best  gifts 
paren  ts  and  caregivers  can  give  tiheir 
children  is  a  dear  and  consistent  set 
of  limits.  Because  discipline  is  often 
confused  with  punishment,  many 
parents  and  caregivers  may  be  reluc- 
tant to  discipline  their  children,  but 
doing  so  is  very  important.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  T.  Berry  Brazeltoa  one  of 
America's  leading  pediatricians,  dis- 
cipline teaches  diildren  acceptable 
boundaries  meant  to  prevent  them 
from  making  mistakes,  whereas 
punishment  simply  addresses  nega- 
tive behavior  and  doesn't  help  chil- 
dren leam  from  the  experience. 

Proper  discipline  -  not  punish- 
ment -  is  critical  to  the  growth  of  a 
healthy  and  happy  child.  The  chal- 
lenges of  raising  a  child  can  some- 
times leave  parents  wondering  how 
to  set  appropriate  limits.  To  help,  the 
Bay  Area  First  5  county  commissions 
provide  the  following  tips  for  cor- 
recting negative  behavior  while  still 
being  a  positive  parent 
Do's  of  Discipline: 

"Set  age-appropriate  limits:  Keep 
your  child'sage  in  mind  when  think- 
ing abou  t  discipline.  Children  do  not 
understand  the  concept  of  "yes"  and 
"no"  until  the/re  approximately  12 
months  old.  At  this  age,  the/U  be- 
gin to  test  limits.  Children's  ability 
to  understand  "right"  from  "wrong" 
develops  eis  they  get  older 

*Beconsistent  Itis important  to  stick 
with  the  rules  and  consequences  you 
set  Uyou  don't  your  child  isn't  likely 
to  stick  to  them  either  Consistency 
helps  you  r  child  leam  tha  t  his  or  her 
behavior  has  a  sptedfic  result  Incon- 
sistency confuses  children  and  en- 
coora^  them  to  test  limits. 

•Include  your  child  in  the  solution; 
Help  your  child  leam  from  mistakes 
by  including  him  or  her  in  the  solu- 
tion. For  example,  if  your  child  pur- 
posely spills  a  cup  of  milk,  give  him 
or  her  a  cloth  to  clean  it  up. 

Teach  acceptable  behavior  Chil- 
dren leam  by  experiment  For  ex- 
ample, a  baby  who  keeps  throwing 
a  spoon  off  the  high  diair  is  not  pur- 


posefully misbehaving  he  or  she  just 
thinks  ifs  a  game  when  those  nearby 
keep  picking  it  up,  Instead  of  sim- 
ply saying  "no,"  try  redirecting  your 
cfuld's  attention  to  a  more  acceptable 
behavior  In  this  situation,  you  could 
remove  the  spoon  and  help  your 
child  drink  from  his  or  her  cup. 

*Be  encouraging:  Use  praise  and 
encouragement  whenever  possible 
to  promote  good  behavior  Praise  is 
especially  effective  when  it's  specific. 
Don't  just  say,  "Good  job."  Instead 
say,  "You  did  a  good  job  putting  your 
toy  back  where  it  goes."  Remember 
that  a  little  praise  goes  a  long  way. 

•Model  appropriate  behavior  Your 
child  watches  you  closely  for  cues 
on  how  to  behave.  Children  imitate 
their  parents  and  caregivers  and  the 
old  saying  'T)o  as  I  say,  not  as  I  do" 
doesn't  work  with  kids.  Be  calm,  but 
firm,  when  setting  limits  and  model 
behaviors  you're  trying  to  empha- 
size, such  as  sharing  and  saying 
"please"  and  "thank  you." 
Don'ts  of  Discipline: 

•Never  use  physical  punishment 
Shaking  or  hitting  your  child  is 
never  appropriate.  Physical  punish- 
ment teaches  your  child  that  vio- 
lence is  a  way  to  solve  problems 
Young  children  tend  not  to  leam 
from  physical  punishment  because 
they  don't  usually  see  the  connec- 
tion between  their  behavior  and 
physical  punishment, 

•Don't  shame  or  belittle  a  child 
When  your  child  misbehaves,  be 
sure  to  clearly  tell  him  or  her  that 
it's  his  or  her  behavior  that's  unac- 
ceptable. Siaming  or  belittling  your 
child  damages  his  or  her  self-es- 
teem. Use  a  respectful,  encouraging 
tone  of  voice  and  avoid  harsh 
words.  This  helps  prevent  hurting 
your  child's  self-image  and  pro- 
motes your  child's  wilUngness  to 
cooperate, 

•Avoid  gifts:  Do  not  give  items,  par- 
ticularly food,  to  reward  good  be- 
havior Instead,  use  smiles,  nods  or 
verbal  praise  to  tell  your  child  that 
you  approve. 


•Don't  communicate  fear  Proper 
discipline  helps  children  behave  well 
because  they  want  to,  not  because 
they  are  afraid  of  being  punished 
Once  your  child  becomes  a  toddler, 
you  can  start  reasoning  with  him  or 
her  and  explain  why  certain  behav- 
iors are  not  allowed  and  have  conse- 
quences. As  children  begin  to  under- 
stand the  power  of  words,  it  is  im- 
portant to  be  as  dear  as  possible. 

Bay  Area  First  5  county  commis- 
sions encourage  all  parents  and 
caregivers  to  make  the  most  of  their 
child's  first  five  years  of  life.  For  more 
information  on  this  topic  and  for  free 
parenting  resources,  contact  your  lo- 
cal First  5  county  commission,  in- 
cluding Alameda,  Contra  Costa, 
Marin,  Monterey,  Napa,  San  Beruto, 
San  Francisco,  San  Mateo,  Santa 
Clara,  Santa  Cruz,  Solano  and 
Sonoma  counties,  by  visiting 
www.  first5kids.org/bay. 

Events  in  December  at 
Valley  Branch  Library 

Followingare events  in  December 
at  the  Visitadon  Valley  Branch  Li- 
brary, 45  Leiand  Ave.: 
•Dec.  2,  9,  16  and  23,  Tuesday; 
Toddler  Tales  with  stories,  songs 
and  rhymes  for  ages  1  -1/2  to  3  and 
their  accompanying  caregivers  at 
11:30  a.m, 

•Dec.  2, 9, 1 6  and  23,  Tuesday:  Pre- 
school Storytime  for  ages  3-5  at 
10:30  a.m. 

•Dec.  3,  Wednesday:  from  Tools  to 
/titv/s  from  3:30  to  5:30  p.m.  Come 
make  edgy  jewelry  from  nuts,  bolts 
and  other  tmds  from  the  hardware 
store.  Foragesl2-18.  For  information 
or  to  register,  contact  Abby  Harwood 
at  aharwood^^i.org. 

•Dec,  10,  Wedjiesday:  Preschool 
Videos  at  10:30  a.m  for  ages  3-5. 

•Dec,  10,  Wednesday:  Winter 
Tales  and  Tails  at  I  p.m.  The  Magjc 
Makers  tell  winter  stories  with  the 
help  of  Snowflake,  the  dove,  and 
Snowball,  the  rabbit.  Forages  5  and 
older. 


Food  Allergy  Sufferers  Can  Go  Home 
For  the  Holidays  and  Not  Go  Hungry 


The  holiday  season  is  here  Time 
to  deck  the  halls,  trim  the  tree,  and 
most  importantly,  fire  up  the  oven. 
For  most  Americans,  the  holidays 
mean  chestnuts  roasting  on  an  open 
fire,  homemade  pumpkin  pie,  and 
hirkey  wnth  all  the  ti-immings.  But 
what  if  you  must  cook  for  a  family 
plagued  widi  food  allergies?  What 
if  you  have  one  yourself?  Does  your 
holiday  feast  have  to  be  a  bland,  fla- 
vorless affair?  And  if  not  is  it  inevi- 
table that  you  (or  someorw)  must 
suffer  the  decidedly  unfestive  fete 
of  being  stuck  at  a  dinner  table  fidl 
of  foods  that  you  can't  enjoy? 

Of  course  not,  says  focid  allergy 
expert  Terry  Traub.  She  insists  that 
your  annual  family  feast  doesn't 
have  to  diminish  your  holiday 
spirit.  For  people  who  must  live 
with  food  cdlergies  or  for  the  fami- 
lies who  must  prepare  safe,  nutri- 
tious meals  for  them,  all  it  takes  is 
the  right  recipe  and  a  little  bit  of 
plarming  to  create  a  dirmer  that  is 
both  deUdous  and  safe. 

"The  trick  to  cooking  allergy-free 
is  not  to  make  a  separate  m^  for 
the  family  member  who  is  allergic," 
says  Traub,  author  of  the  new  book 
Food  to  Some,  Poison  to  Others:  The 
Food  Allergy  Detection  Program 
(Frederick  FeU  Publishers,  July  2008. 
ISBN:  978-0-8839117-1-6,  $14,95). 
"The  secret  is  to  find  safe  redpes  that 
the  whole  femily  can  enjoy.  No  one 
should  spend  her  entire  holiday 
cooking  separate  meals  for  every- 
one Find  something  that  works  for 
each  family  member,  and  everyone 
at  your  table  will  leave  happy  and 
satiated." 

The  first  step,  of  course,  is  getting 


College  Applications  Still  Driving  Kids  -  and  Parents  -  Crazy 


tnj  Ksiihy  Seal 

The  gjossy  pamphlets  still  flood  in: 
"Live,  study,  and  work  in  both  sleek 
hi^-riselowersand  tum-of-the-cen- 
tury  brownstones,"  reads  the  gor- 
geously thick  Boston  University  bro- 
chure,  "Win  a  Hummer  All  you 
have  to  do  isattend  an  SJSU  footbaU 
game"  trumpets  San  Jose  State 
University's. 

As  kids  (ili  out  their  college  appli- 
cations amidst  the  shrinking  of  par- 
ents' college  savings  and  the  drying 
upof  student  loans,  colle^ continue 
brand  namecampaignsset  in  motion 
well  before  the  economic  crisis. 

The  slick  brochures  stuffing  mail- 
boxes daily  reflect  schools'  desire  to 
plump  up  demand,  raising  their 
rankings  with  US  News  &  World 
Report  and  other  magazines.  The 
schools  aim  to  boost  their  "selectiv- 
ity," a  ranking  factor  based  on  the 
percentage  of  applicants  denied  ad- 
mission. Thafs  why  colleges  push 
their  "brand  r^ames,"  luring  students 
to  apply  —  so  the  school  can  reject 
large  numbers. 

"All  colleges  say  they  are  hi^ly  se- 
lective and  then  encourage  us  all  to 
apply,"  one  high  school  student  told 
a  focusgroupconvened  by  the  Edu- 
cation Conservancy,  a  nonprofit 
group  working  to  overhaul  admis- 
sions procedures.  "They  are  just 
playing  a  game  for  themselves." 

Wall  Street  also  drives  this  ratings 
pressure,  since  both  selectivity  and 
"yield"  —  thepercentageof  kidsad- 
mitted  who  attend  —  help  deter- 
mine a  university's  bond  rating.  To 
be  sure,  capital  projects  will  now  go 
on  hold.  But  fear  of  dropping  enroll- 
ments will  redouble  schools  reliance 
on  consultants'  advice  to  market 
themselves  like  commodities. 

This  commerdaUzation  perpetu- 
ates the  cachet  of  a  small  number  of 
schools,  helping  to  perpetrate  the 
unfortunate  my&i  that  a  child  who 
attends  a  prestigious  school  is  "set 
for  life."  Ajid  that  a  family  sporting 
an  Ivy  League  window  decal  has 


won  the  Nobel  Prize  for  Parenting, 
This  marketing  of  hi^er  educa- 
tion institutions  also  sets  kids  up  for 
the  erroneous  idea  that  admission  to 
one  of  these  schools  reflects  on  their 
value  as  a  human  being.  ("I  have 
never  wanted  anything  in  my  life  as 
badly  as  I  wanted  to  get  into  that 
college,"  lamented  a  student  in  an- 
other Education  Conservancy  focus 
group.) 

As  if  that  weren't  enougji,  students 
are  subject  to  angst-provoking  mixed 
messages.  Colleges  want  you  to  take 
the  most  rigorous  courses  you  caa 
but  some  schools  don't  weigh  the 
grades  for  these  harder  courses 
when  computing  CPAs. 

That  led  my  fnend's  daughter  to 
ask  while  touring  a  college,  "Whidi 
is  better  -  to  get  a  B  in  a  hard  course 
or  an  A  in  an  easier  one?" 

"They  told  me  to  get  an  A  in  the 
hard  one!"  she  says. 

That  conundrum  will  figure  even 
larger  now  as  more  kids  apply  to  the 
less  expensive  slate  schools,  which 
often  don't  weight  the  CPAs  or 
weigjit  ttiem  differentiy  from  the  pri- 
vate schools  and  each  other 

Of  course  none  of  this  calculation 
will  matter  if  your  "place"  still  goes 
to  someone  whose  family  can  add 
millions  to  the  school's  endowment. 

All  &as  competition,  confusion  and 
sleight-of-hand  pressures  parents 
too.  You  don't  want  your  child  to 
spend  hours  memorizing  otherwise 
useless  test-taking  strategies,  and 
may  not  have  the  money  for  it  any- 
way But  well-intentioned,  moral 
parents  wonder  if  their  kids 
shouldn't  game  the  system  lest  the 
system  game  them. 

Why  not  him  a  blind  eye  as  Travis 
portrays  his  one-time  at  a  beach 
deanup  into  deep  Commitment  to 
slow  global  warming? 

Why  not  advise  Danielle  to  leave 
blank  the  "applying  for  financial  aid" 
box  to  boost  her  dhances  of  admis- 
sion -  so  die  can  change  her  mind 
and  apply  for  aid  later? 


You  have  to  admire  the  guts  of  the 
parents  of  a  student  recentiy  inter- 
viewed by  Kenyon  College  Admis- 
sions dean  Jennifer  Delahunty  Britz, 
The  hig^  sdiool  senior  had  quit  var- 
sity soccer  so  she  could  join  the  school's 
Constitution  Team  Its  stijdy  and  de- 
bate sessions  might  show  ho'  if,  as  she 
suspected,  the  law  was  for  her. 

"She  had  no  question  in  her 
mind,"  says  Britz,  "Thai's  what  in- 
terested her" 

Her  parents  didn't  say,  "You  can't 
quit  soccer  That  will  look  bad  on  your 
college  application," 

Fortunately,  a  positive  counter 
trend  to  college  admission  craziness 
is  gathering  strength.  The  National 
Association  for  CoUe^  Admission 
Counseling  has  recommended  rely- 
ing less  on  the  SAT  and  more  on  tests 
reflecting  what  studmts  have  learned 
in  high  school  More  and  more 
schcx)ls  are  evaluating  kids  holisti- 
cally,  relying  on  classroom  perfor- 
mance, teacher  recommendations, 
and  stijdent  essays.  The  National 
Survey  of  Shjdent  Engagement  rates 
colleges  and  universities  based  on  un- 
dergraduateeducational  experiences. 
And  the  Education  Conservancy  is 
working  on  a  website  that  will  fur- 
ther subvert  the  rankings  game  by 
matching  students'  interests,  prefer- 
ences and  goals  wdth  specific  coUe^. 

Such  initiatives  provide  a  glimmer 
of  hope  that  we  are  moving  toward  a 
college  application  prcxess  that  privi- 
leges hard  work  and  the  desire  to 
leam,  diluting  tlie  nail-  biting  com- 
petition that  is  distorting  our  kids' 
educational  experience.  By  stripping 
away  commercialization,  it  could  re 
move  the  angst  that  derives  from 
equating  "demand"  for  a  school  with 
its  educational  value.  And  parents 
could  heave  a  sigh  of  relief  as  they 
unequivocally  promote  honesty  and 
authentidly  in  their  children. 

Kathy  Seal  is  coauthor  of  Pre^ured 
Parents.  Slressed-out  Kids:  Dealing 
With  Competition  Wfiile  Rntsing  a 
Successful  Child  (Prometheus,  2008). 


educated,  Traub's  book  helps  people 
to  figure  out  whafscausing  tiieir  dis- 
tressing symptoms— food  allergies 
can  take  the  form  of  runny  nose, 
coughing  asthma,  itchy  throat,  di- 
arrhea, abdominal  pain,  excessive 
sweating,  mucus  in  the  chest,  ec- 
zema, constipation,  and/or  vomit- 
ing—and provides  a  wealth  of  red- 
pes, pantry  lists,  and  meal-planning 
menus  to  combat  the  condition. 

Once  you've  eliminated  the  of- 
fending foods  from  your  diet, 
you're  free  to  start  focusing  on  the 
delicious,  nutritious  meals  you 
can  enjoy.  And  now,  as  we  gather 
'round  the  table  for  £mother  holi- 
day season,  it's  the  perfect  time  to 
try  out  some  new  redpes. 

"People  commonly  assume  that 
cooking  allergy-free  is  complicated 
or  more  time-consuming  than  pre- 
paring traditional  redpes,"  says 
Traub.  "But  all  it  really  takes  is  being 
aware  of  the  right  ingredients  and 
having  a  cooking  schedule  that 
works  for  you.  If  you  do  your  shop- 
ping and  prep  work  ahead  of  lime, 
you  can  spend  more  time  enjoying 
your  family  over  the  holiday  season 
and  less  time  fretting  over  tlw  stove." 

The  best  part?  Your  guests  will 
never  know  the  difference  "Cooking 
allergy-free  doesn't  mean  sacrificing 
tasteorquality"  explains  Traub.  "I've 
even  found  that  my  guests  often  pre- 
fer the  meals  that  I've  prepared  with 
gluten-free  ingredioits  to  those  that 
don't  The  holidays  are  about  fam- 
ily — and  the  meals  you  share  during 
this  time  of  year  are  spedaL  ^4aking 
sure  that  ifs  a  time  that  everyone  can 
erqoy  safely  is  worth  more  than  ev- 
ery gift  underneath  the  tree." 


California  Unveils  Its  Green  Gift  Guide 


The  California  Department  of 
Conservation  this  month  unveiled 
the  renovated  Green  Gift  Guide  to 
help  online  shoppers  buy  eco- 
friendly  gifts  this  holiday  season 
and  beyond. 

The  Green  Gift  Guide  offers  a  va- 
riety of  products  for  the  home,  of- 
fice and  outdoors.  Visitors  can 
browse  through  a  catalogue  of 
"green"  Web  sites  that  feature  gifts 
such  as  a  cell  phone  char^r  that 
uses  solar  energy,  low  flow  shower 
heads,  rechargeable  batteries,  or- 
ganic dothing  and  more.  Many  of 
5ie  listed  products  are  made  from 
recyded  materials. 


The  site  also  provides  "green"  tips 
for  the  holidays,  induding  gift  wrap- 
ping, trimming  the  tree  and  &\ter- 
taining. 

An  interactive  blog  is  a\'ailable  for 
visitors  that  are  looking  for  addi- 
tional ideas  on  how  to  be  environ- 
mentally consdous  througjiout  the 
year.  Everyone  isencouraged  topar- 
tidpate  and  add  their  own  ideas. 

Guests  to  tfie  site  can  send  a  Green 
Gift  Guide  postcard  to  their  friends 
to  encourage  sustainable  purchasing 
year  round.  Send  a  postcard  to  your 
friend  today! 

The  site  is  now  available  for  shop- 
pers at  www.greengiftguidecom. 


PUBLIC  WORKSHOP 


BhCounty  Tnnsportatioii  Study 


Pl«a»e  |Oin  the  Son  Froncisco  County 
Tran$portarioi)  Authority  and  other  local 
agftncl«s  to  discuss  transportation  n«eds 
in  $an  Francisco  and  San  Mateo  counties. 


Wednesday,  December  10"" 

6:00pm  -  8:00pm 
Visltoclon  Volley  Clemenfory  School 
55  Schwerin  Street,  Soo  Fronc!sco 

Mv^l  LIgM  (o>>       T'Th.rf)  ^Arleto  S*Ot*Ot;> 
Mv*it  Bwl  VX,  Son  Brvr*^  EmpfOn 


1  \t):  <«oo 


Porticlponts  will  hove  the  opportunity  to 
learn  mors  about  pofential  developments 
in  the  areo  and  offer 
feedback  on  proposed 
transportation  projects. 


Conrod  ui  for  more  in'orntorion 
chet(«'.fvrtg@tf<rQ  org 


S  WW 


www.sfcta.org/bi-county 
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Washington 
Adams 
Jefferson 
Madison 
Monroe 
Adams 
Jackson 
Van  Buren 
Harrison 
Tyler 
Polk 


Taylor 
Fillmore 

Pierce 
Buchanan 

Lincoln 
Johnson 

Grant 

Hayes 
Garfield 

Arthur 
Cleveland 


Harrison 
Cleveland 
McKinley 
Roosevelt 
Tafl 

Wilson 

Harding 

Coolidge 

Hoover 
Roosevelt 
Truman 


Eisenhower 
Kennedy 
Johnson 

Nixon 

FortI 
Carter 
Reagan 

Bush 
Clinton 

Bush 
Obama 


^  Baby  Boomers  J 

b\f  Rix  Quinn 
Television  Sets 

Mtiny  Boomers  —  especially 
those  growing  up  in  the  19505  and 
1960s  —  say  they  remember  spe- 
cific styles  and  siz^  of  their  fam- 
ily televisions. 

For  several  of  our  generation,  the 
center  our  house  was  a  big  wood 
cabinet  that  sat  in  the  middle  of  the 
living  room,  and  housed  a  large 
black-and-white  television.  Many 
TV's,  they  told  us,  had  a  giant 
screen  (maybe  21"  to  25"  diagonal 
measure),  but  few  offered  a  remote 
control. 


1865 

Match  clues  to  ansivers 

1.  U.S.  Government  agency 
founded  on  July  5. 

2.  General  Robert  E,  Lee  surren- 
dered to  him  at  Appomattox  on  Apr 
9.  ending  the  American  Civil  War 

3.  Salvation  Army  founded  here  on 

My  2. 

4.  Forever  abolished  on  Dec.  18  by 
the  13th  Constitutional  amendment 

5.  He  published  Alice'sAdventures 
in  Wonderland  on  July  4. 

6.  On  Apr  27,  a  steamboat  carrying 
2300  passengers  exploded  and  sank 
on  the  Mississippi  River 

7.  He  became  King  of  the  Belgians 
on  Dec.  10. 

8.  Defeated  by  Brazilian  navy 
squadron  on  June  1 1 . 

9.  Ordnance  deppt  exploded  here 
May  25  kUling  300. 

10.  He  shot  President  Abraham  Lin- 
coln at  Ford's  Theatre  on  Apr  14. 

11.  Confederate  president  cap- 
tured by  Union  troops  in  Georgia 
on  May  10. 

•Edgar  Allan  Poe  is  considered  tiie 
father  of  the  modem  detective  story. 

In  Malaya,  the  lime  tree  is  a  patron 
of  actors  but  miners  are  forbidden 
to  bring  the  fruit  of  the  tree  into  the 
mines. 

*The  first  street  lights  in  America 
were  lit  in  Philadelphia  in  1757. 

*ln  England  and  parts  of 
America,  it  is  believed  by  some 
that  if  your  nose  itches  you  will 
become  angry,  see  a  stranger,  kiss 
a  fool  or  be  in  danger 

•In  parts  of  rural  England  it  was 
once  believed  by  some  that  after 
the  mulberry  tree  had  sprouted  its 
leaves,  there  would  not  be  another 
frost  that  year. 

•Color  photography  was  devel- 
oped by  August  and  Louis  Lumiere 
in  1907. 

*In  certain  parts  of  northern  Europe, 
it  was  believed  the  man  in  the  moon 
carried  a  tar  bucket  which  accounted 
for  different  marks  on  the  moon  as 
seen  fromeartK 

*ln  Greek  mythology,  the  muse  Cal- 
liope presided  over  heroic  poetry 
while  Qio  presided  over  history  and 
lyre  playing. 


12  He  became  U.S.  President  on 
Apr  13  following  shooting  death  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

A.  Leopold  U 

B.  John  Wilkes  Booth 

C.  Paraguay 

D.  Ulysses  S.  Grant 

E.  Lewis  CarrollLincoln. 

F.  Slavery 

G.  Secret  Service 

H.  Andrew  Johnson 

I.  Jefferson  Davis 
J.  London 

K.  Mobile,  Alabama 
L.  Sultana 

H-ei'l-U '9-01 '>l-6'>8  'V-Z 
'n-9  '3-9  'j-t  'f-e  'Q-Z  'O-l  ■s^-'^^isuv 


Sez  Who? 


Mntch  quotes  to  speaken<. 

1 .  "Faith  may  be  defined  briefly  as 
an  illogical  belief  In  the  occurrence 
of  the  improbable." 

2.  "True  friendship  is  like  sound 
health;  the  value  of  it  is  seldom 
known  until  it  is  lost." 

3.  "The  whole  of  science  is  nothing 
more  than  a  refinement  of  everyday 
thinking," 

4.  "My  father  always  used  to  say 
tliat  when  you  die,  if  you(vegot  five 
real  friends,  then  you(ve  had  a  great 
life." 

3.  "It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
compensations  of  this  life  that  no 
man  can  sincerely  try  to  help  another 
without  helping  himself." 

6.  "You  can  make  more  friends  in 
two  months  by  becoming  interested 
in  other  people  than  you  can  in  two 
years  by  trying  to  get  other  people 
interested  in  you." 

7.  "Modesty  and  unselfishness  — 
these  are  virtues  which  men  praise 
—  and  pass  by" 

8.  "Whether  in  chains  or  laurels. 
Liberty  knows  nothing  but  victo- 
ries." 

9.  "Never  argue  at  thedinner  table, 
for  the  one  who  is  not  hungry  always 
gets  the  best  of  the  argument." 

A.  Lee  lacocca 

B.  Richard  Whatiey 

C.  Albert  Einstein 

D.  Wendell  Phillips 

E.  H.L.  Mencken 

F.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

G.  Andre  Maurois 

H.  Charles  Caleb  Colton 

I.  Dale  Carnegie 

a-6'a-«'D-z 
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Sump,  the  Gump 


"If  you  wanted  to  change  chan- 
nels," recalled  one  Boomer,  "you 
actually  had  to  get  up  from  the 
chair,  walk  across  the  room,  and 
twist  a  knob  to  get  the  selected  sta- 
tion. And  once  you  found  that  sta- 
tion," he  continued,  "you  had  to 
'tijne  it  in.' 

"This  meant  you  might  have  to 
twist  several  other  knobs.  One  con- 
trolled the  sharpness  of  the  picture. 
Another  controlled  how  light  or 
dark  the  screen  became.  Two  other 
knobs  —  the  horizontal  and  verti- 
cal holds  —  kept  tiie  picture  from 
rolling  up  and  down,  side  to  side, 
or  diagonally" 
Typewriter 

Maybe  you've  heard  the  story  of 


Ways  to  Cut  Your  Holiday  Gift  Costs 


in/  fason  Alderman 

One  interesting  -  albeit  non-sci- 
entific -  way  to  gauge  someone's 
comfort  level  with  the  state  of  the 
economy  is  to  ask  how  much  they 
plan  to  spend  on  holiday  gifts.  In 
good  times,  people  tend  to  spend 
more  generously;  during  rough 
periods,  they  scale  back. 

Those  trends  were  borne  out  in 
a  recent  consumer  survey  con- 
ducted by  Visa  Inc.,  which  found 
that  shoppers  plan  to  spend  an 
average  of  $934  on  gifts  this  holi- 
day season,  down  about  11  per- 
cent from  last  year's  $1,051  aver- 
age. That  jibes  with  bleak  indus- 
try forecasts  for  the  upcoming 
shopping  season. 

If  you're  among  those  looking 
for  ways  to  manage  your  holiday 
spending  while  still  finding  mean- 
ingful gifts  for  your  loved  ones, 
read  on: 

First,  consider  your  overall  fi- 
nances. Before  spending  a  dime 
on  gifts,  step  back  and  calculate 
how  much  you  can  afford  as  a 
portion  of  your  overall  budget 
Consider  questions  such  as: 
"Are  your  savings  sufficient  to 
cover  expenses  for  a  few  months 
if  vou  or  your  spouse  should  get 
laid  otf  or  have  unexpected  medi- 
cal expenses? 

"Would  you  be  able  to  pay  off  all 
gifts  within  a  couple  of  months? 
*Are  you  already  struggling  to 
pay  your  monthly  bills? 

"Would  you  need  to  suspend  re- 
tirement savings  contributions  in 
order  to  buy  gifts? 

If  you  answered  "no"  to  either  of 
the  first  two  questions  or  "yes",to 
the  others,  this  probably  isn't  a  good 
year  for  extravagant  spending. 

Make  a  list.  Once  you  dedde  how 
much  you  can  comfortably  afford 
to  spend  on  gifts  overall,  list  all  the 
people  you  need  to  shop  for,  in- 
cluding a  few  gift  alternatives-  and 
their  costs  -  for  each  person.  !  call 
these  'micro  budgets.'  Remember, 
if  you  overspend  on  one  present 
you'll  need  to  makeup  for  it  some 
where  else  to  balance  out. 

Comparison  shop.  Retailers 
are  likely  to  offer  deep  discounts 
to  lure  wary  shoppers,  so  check 
newspaper  ads  and  store  web- 
sites frequently  for  sales  and 
coupons.  Comparison  shopping 
websites  like  www.shopping.com, 
www.  shopping.yahoo.com  and 
www.pricegrabber.com  are  also 
good  resources  -  plus,  they  may 
provide  good  gift  ideas  for  hard- 
to-shop-for  individuals. 

Online  coupons.  When  shop- 
ping online,  look  for  the  "coupon 

^Grapevine  Five  Years  Ago^ 

DECEMBER  2003 

"DeShawn  Dawson,  a  15-year-old 
Visitadon  Valley  resident  and  shj- 
dent  at  Balboa  High  School  was  re- 
membered at  a  Saturday  moming 
memorial  service  Nov.  15.  He  was 
on  a  Muni  bus  and  on  his  way  to  an 
after  school  volunteer  position  on 
Nov.  6  when  he  was  fatally  hit  by  a 
stray  bullet  aboard  a  Mur\i  bus, 

"Excavation  was  expected  to  com- 
mence in  preparation  for  track  work 
on  the  new  Third  Street  Light  Rail, 
including  boarding  platform  work 
at  Bayshore  Boulevard  and 
Sunnydale  Avenue. 


code"  box  at  checkout.  Numerous 
shopping  websites  post  coupon 
codes(as  well  as  printable  hard -copy 
coupons)  for  hundreds  of  online  and 
in-store  retailers.  By  quickly  search- 
ing a  few  such  sites  (including 
www.mybargainbuddy.com, 
www.dealcoupon.com, 
www.currentcodes.com  and 
www.couponhut.com),  you  might 
find  significantdiscountson  items 
you're  about  to  buy. 

Cash  in  frequent  flyer  miles.  One 
good  way  to  use  up  your  airline 
miles  before  they  expire  is  to  re- 
deem them  for  cash  or  merchan- 
dise. Check  out  your  airline's 
miles  program  website  for  details 
-  you  might  just  find  an  appropri- 
ate gift  for  someone  on  your  list- 
Credit  card  rewards.  Similarly, 
if  you're  amassing  reward  points 
through  your  credit  card,  check 
out  its  online  merchandise  catalog 
o.r  consider  cashing  out  the  points 
for  cash  or  gift  certificates. 

If  you  need  help  creating  a  holi- 
day budget,  visit  Visa's  free  per- 
sonal financial  management  site. 
Practical  Money  Skills  for  Life, 
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com/ 
holiday)  where  you'll  find  easy- 
to-follow  budgeting,  holiday  en- 
tertammg  and  travel  planning  tips 
as  well  as  interactive  calculators 
to  track  your  spending. 

And  finally,  have  heart-to-heart 
discussions  with  family  and  friends. 
They're  probably  just  as  concerned 
about  overspending  In  fad,  maybe 
this  isa  good  year  to  exchange  chari- 
table contributions  in  each  others' 
behalf  to  show  how  thankful  you 
are  for  what  you've  got 


the  Boomer  and  his  son  who  were 
cleaning  out  the  attic.  The  boy  spot- 
ted an  unidentifiable  object,  and 
held  it  up  for  his  father  to  see.  "Dad, 
what  is  this?  It  looks  like  a  keyboard, 
but  ifs  lots  bigger." 

"Son,"  bis  father  laughed,  "thafs 
atypewriter  It's  justlikea  keyboard, 
screen,  and  printer  combined.  We'd 
put  a  paper  into  that  roller  there  on 
top,  then  we'd  start  typing. 

"Those  metal  objects  in  the 
middle  of  the  machine  are  called 
keys.  When  you  typed  a  letter,  tiie 
key  would  press  against  an  inked 
ribbon,  and  it  would  inunediately 
transfer  the  letter  to  the  paper" 

"Thafs  great!"  his  son  marveled. 
"Would  it  still  work  today." 

"It  sure  would,"  \he  father  smiled. 
"It  sure  would." 
Beliefs 

Several  experts  say  generations 
beforeus  -  like  our  parents' Great- 
est Generation  or  Silent  Generation 

—  shared  a  number  of  commonly 
held  beliefs.  But  some  contend  that 
our  generation  has  been  divided 

First,  there  was  a  debate  by  young 
men  to  grow  hair  long  or  keep  it 
short  Then  the  generation  split  on 
Vietnam,  Then  on  educational 
goals.  Then  on  political  alliances. 

In  short,  we've  stayed  apart  too 
long.  But  as  we  age,  we  encounter 
common  problems  we  must  reunite 
to  solve,  like  Social  Security,  health 
care,  and  educating  the  generations 
which  follow  us. 

For  whatever  time  is  left  to  us 

—  perhaps  30  years  or  more  —  we 
could  unite  to  change  society  for 
the  better.. 

Sports 

Boomers  told  us  that  the  sports 
they  remember  most  during  their 
childhoods  were  baseball  and  foot- 
ball. "Professional  baseball  was 
available  to  us  at  least  six  games  a 
week  during  the  season,"  one  guy 
said.  "A  national  radio  network  car- 
ried the'Gameof  theDay'and  we'd 
listen  to  that  right  after  lunch  each 
summer  afternoon.  On  the  week- 
ends, former  stars  Dizzy  Dean  and 
Pee  Wee  Reese  broadcast  a  weekly 
Saturday  game  on  television." 

Football  began  right  after  Labor 
Day.  That  holiday  reminded  me 
that  summer  had  come  to  an  end," 
a  Boomer  remembered.  "It  was  a 
big  day  because  the  professional 
football  champions  played  a  group 
of  college  all-stars  that  evening. 
Nearly  ail  of  us  had  to  start  the  new 
school  year  the  next  day. " 
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ACROSS 

1  Compass  direcbon 
4  Bedouin  headband 
cord 

e  Short  takeoff  and 
landing  (abbr.) 

12  Sound  perception 

13  Bowling  alley 

14  Fertiliier 
ingredient 

15  Sluggerfs  stat 

16  Killer  whale 

17  Earth 

18  Neckwear 

20  Wisp  of  smoke 
22  Irish  exclamation 
25  Mede 
28  Seven  (pref.) 
31  Broth  (Scot) 
33  Pool  rod 


34  Land  maasure 

35  Winch 

36  pounds  (abbr.) 

37  Mountain  on  Crete 

38  Great  (Ger.) 

39  Sleep  symbols 

40  Blacksnake 
42  Gob 

44  Within  (pref  ) 
46  Irish  writing 
XMroA 

52  Indian  red  powder 

55  Wood  sorrel 

56  Severe 

57  Geological  vein 
angle 

56  Medieval  money 

59  Oistam  (pref.) 

60  Grandsort  of  Eve 

61  Political  party 


DOWN 

I  Bonsman 
2BabfSl 

3  Viking 
4Vert>airy 

5  Alligator  ftsh 

6  Ancient  (abbr  ) 

7  Plant  gnjwth 

8  Penpirsbon 

9  Three-wheefed 
vehicle 

10  Poetic  contTBction 

II  Latitude 
19  Cloche 

21  Freedman  in 
Kentish  law 

23  Father  Arabic 

24  Bore 

26  Alb  (arch) 
27H««]land 


28  Filament 

29  Mother  o( 
Brunhilde 

30  Placid 

32  Son  of  Isaac 
35  Red  deer 
39  Zero  population 
growth  (abbr.) 
41  Between  (Fr) 
43  Customs 
45  US  dam 

47  Gangster 

48  Field 

49  Lady(s  title 

50  Banned  pesticide 

51  Equal  opportunity 
employer  (abbr.) 

S3  Romanian  money 
.54  Modified 
Esparanto 


Visitacion  Valley  Business  Directory 


\ffirTM30NVAU£YGRAPE\«C- 0€CEIieER  20M-11 


Valiey  free  tistings  in  the  4  f  5  area  code 
Call  the  Gmpevine  at  (415)  467-9300 

AQUAfULIH 

DRAGON  aTYAOU>WUW  144  LdandA*.  33J4996 
AUTOMOTIVE 

84ySN0flE*;TD,  2260  BaySore  Bhd ,  467-61S 
SflVSHORe  SERMCE  2596  BaySttire  BKd.,  239^ 
aR07HEf?S'(tm:)  eOOy,  2520  BaySfOB  BKd 
CHAftJfS  GVWGE ,  2M0  eaytftre  »<1 .  Z39-74S0 
rw  AUTOWOmE .  2500  Bay*ofe  BKd ,  5B&ffi81 
BANK 

84NK  OFAACRrCA.  6  Leiand  Ave.  6224S01 
BAKERS 

LfT71£OUWTOflAKESHOP.169lBlandAve. 238-2253 
BARBERS 

aWaERSHOp  3570  San  auo  A«,  7244396 
EMAM'S  HAIR  SALON  35  LeBid  A« .  587-7429 
T>€SHOP(JB).  16QftLalandA«..23&6709 
BEAUTICIANS 

eODV  SOUL  «  SRRfT.  222  Le&id  Ave.  333-7251 
CONNIES  HAH  2436  Bayshoe  BTvd ,  58&a2Se 
MCE,  BODY  i  SOUL  3582  Sai  Bruno  Ave .  467- 
3223 

HONG  KONG  HA/fl  &  NAIL  BEAUTY  SALON.  199 

LelandAw,333-1005 

NAILSBY  JENNY.  50  LelandAw,  3336900 

SHERRY  BEAL/TY  SALON.  60  Letand  A\e.  337-9361 

WHOS  8400, 224  lf(and  Aw ,  657-31 55 

BLMDClEAtWG 

SFffl3  Y  ULTRASONC  auND  CLEANING  (carmefcel 
arWresrtsrtG^.  1116  Gran  a.  467-7505 
BOARDMG  HOUSE 

AflLfS  CASA  B50  Rjland  a  3334664,  la«  33W693 
BOOKKS>ERS 

AMVARAGON,  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEEPER 
467-6927 

VB^^ALIACEEA.  ZBO  BayslWB  EM,  23»5333 
CARPETS 

H4NMNfiVTBR(OfiS;41LBlanflAve,33J6382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITAOON.  655  Surtnydale 
Ave ,  239-5950 

/Gi£SM  a  ESRRmy  SANTO,  38  Ifiland  A« 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
TunnetAve ,  468-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METhOOIST  CHURCH.  590 
LfilailA^B-  23&S457 

SJ"  JAUCSPRESSyTERIAN  CHURCH,  240LelanaA«, 
5866361 

VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  305  Raymond  Ave . 
467-6055 

WSraOONCHIhESEa4P71SrCHURCH.BDBStiaid 

a,  3334503 

COFFEE 

CANafS7)CXCClTO2155te)tftiEftd  467-3442 

HAPPY  DONUT,  2600  teysrtre  BKd .  46&53CG 
JDE  LELAND  CAFE.  28  Idand  A« 
CREDTT  UMON 

NORThEASTCOMMUNfTYFEDERALCPEOTUNION. 

29  LatandA*,  43+0738 

DAYCARE 

CAROUSa  DAY  CARE  261  Har»i  a ,  409^5353 
DB^ 

WSfTAOON  VAUSY  DENTAL  OFFICE  (Alberl  Kuan 

COS)  37 Ldarti Ave, 239-5500 

OEVaOPERS 

VISITAOON  VAllEY  COtmjNtTY DEVELOPf^NT 


CORPORATION.  1099Suifi>daeAw,  597-7895 
afCTRCAL 

WE  a£CTraC  (Jod  T*),  4674657 
FLOORS 

TEDOV  ffs  HARDWOOD  fl.OOR&  309-S342 
FLORETS 

K.f?OREfl.Owe?S,  2466  San  enro  Ave  46&0145 
GARKN  ORNAMBfTS 

SLVES™  GAROa/ ORNAMENTS  2635  Baysftcre  BM , 

23W990 

GROCERS 

CASA  LOPEZ  PRODUCE.  58  Leiand  Ave ,  58W745 
E-Z  STOP  U/ViKET.  2203  Geneva  Ave .  585-9240 
AVE  Mtf  MWFT,  3574  Sai  ftuioAve .  467-7300 
Lfl  LOMA  PRODUCE  n2  65  Le!*¥J  Ave .  239-7520 
UTTlf  WLMGf  MARf>rr  1 450  Suin>(He  Aw ,  seS- 1 81 5 
M&M  SHORE'S  TOP  21 45  Geneva  Ave ,  585-0678 
PICCOLO  PETE.  2155  Bayshore  BW .  468^800 
7-11  2200  Bayshore  Blvd ,  468-8646 
SHUN  LEE  MARKET  2400  Bayshore  BM .  5864851 
SUPER  FAIR  MARKET.  201  Leiand  Ave ,  23»*656 
TEDDYS  MARKET.  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SflN  ON  «a&  3W  L£la«  A«  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VA£fi?lEHAaEGGER-HVPNOT}CRAPV,  371  TedtfyAw, 

46&5631 

NSURANCE 

a»EEPPS(AH£  INSURANCE).  467-0236.  Rm467-0276 
R08B?r  L£HM4N,  aTC  (BkJB  Ooss).  33M850 
KTTCfCNCABffCTS 

LSOWIG INTERNATIONAL  2iLBlandAi/e.  333-2730 
LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LANDSCAPES.  256  Talben  Si , 

585-9137  sflanscapes  oom 

LAUNORYKlLEANetS 

a4VbVASN,44LdandAve 

OTY  WASH.  83  Laland  A« ,  333-9467 

COfNWASHADflVLflUNORY  186LalandA» 

FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS ,  51  LfilandAve,  23&6418 

LELAND  AVENUE  GL£AN£RS,  151  LalandAw,  586-1412 

VALi£YUUNDRV,90LBtrdAve 

VISffAOONVALLEYLAUNDRY.  1 08  IfilantlAve,,  239-9030 

LEARNNG 

flftSrPLACE  2SrAflT:  1 252  SuinydateAve .  333-2659 
HERITAGE  HOMES  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER.  245  Rey  a.  58&fl700 
JOHN  KING  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER,  500  Rayrrcnd  Ave .  333-1375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Ave ,  4524907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CHILDRENS  PROGRAMS  103  Tuctef  Aw ,  467-5565 
VISITAOON  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL  325  Leiand 
Aw.  565-9320 
LfRARY 

MSraoON  VAiiEY  flRANCH,  45  Letand  Aw ,  23M270 
MANUFACTURER 

SEFS  CAWDieS  INC  345  ScJwenn  a 
MEDCAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS.  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER. 

1 704  Sunnydale  Ave ,  584-3620 

HArtNNS  VILLAGE  MEDICAL  CUNIC  (Oepl  of  Puttc 

HeaBfi).  1099Sunny(JateAve,Appominienis  7150310 

OR  SAM  HO.  MD.  2858  Sai  Bruno  Ave  .  337-61 35 

NEW  CARNIVAL  ACUPRESSURE  HEALTH  CENTER 

2456  BaystOBBMi  337-6100 

NORTH  EAST  KEDlCAL  SERVICES  LELANO  AVBJUE 


82  Leiart]  Aw .  391 -%86  {aEk  br  LSI9V]  Avenjs  CMC) 
P0R7DLA  FOOT&ANKi£  CUNC  (Dr  Ovyang  PaB) 
2856  San  anro  Aw  467-7500 
NOTARY 

RO /AL  «OHC  M0RTG4  GE  46  Leiand  Aw ,  33J4900 
0RGANCAT10NS 

ASIAN  PAOFlC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442  BayShoreBTvd  ,  587  2689 
VmJELERCMN.JR  TTOJCWTei  1652  Sunnv^ 
Aw  584-6099 

GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOOATION  60  Burr  Aw ,  584-2700 
6/Ri.S  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050 
Sunnydate  Aw ,  333  Stfiwertn  Si,  5844044 
JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY.  500  Raymood 
Aw ,  239^233 

if  LAND  HOU^.  141  Leiand  Aw ,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Reai  OpOons  lor  Crty  KkJs),  590  Leiand  Aw.. 
3334001 

SUNNYDALf  OeVELOPMENrCOOOFRCE,  1552 

Sunnydale  Aw  ,  841  1683 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Aw ,  4674499 

PHARMACY 

VISITAOON  VALl£Y  PHARMACY.  100  Leiand  Aw , 
239-5811 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

WALTER  CORaN  PHOTOGRAPHV  (freelancje),  435 

Sawyea,  587-9471,  b<  337-8630 

PLUHBMG 

iWARK  imK£RPU/M8(NG,99Af1etaAw,  467-7401 
POCTOFFCE 

VISITAOON  USPO,  68  Laland  Aw,  (800)  27SS777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUS  TVNA  P  7D.  fRealof,  CokJwefl  Bankaf).  (550)  757- 
e868.MoWe(415)830-1235,Fa<  (650)246-1910 
LaFLUE-WALfON  &  ASSOCIATES,  2428  Bayshoi^ 
BM  .  587-8663 

CATHY  KUNE  SAUNDERS  (Zeptiyr  Real  EsOB).  215 
WteiPcftaAw  731-5011  eK  163 
RESTAURANTS 

BAYSIDE  CAFE  2011  Bayshore  Btvd ,  467-2023 
HAPPVMAILVfiflSTFOCO.  107  Lflla«Aw,  33J6999 
G  &  L  BAKERY  4  RESTAURANT,  198  Leiand  Aw , 
2396283 

LUANFATSAXERY.  IIOLelaidAw , 565-1167 
NAVANT"  TAOUERJA .  98  Leiand  Aw ,  587-7721 
TWO  JACK'S,  167  Leiand  Aw,  337-0433 
SCULFTOR 

O)flT0fl/G/NALS(M*alCartx),2HafinSl.,23W138 

saf-oevaoPMEMT 

DYNAMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Manone  Afln  Wllkarns. 
CEO.  Caeeraid  SeB-BThancemerts  S(]eaa*Ei]  467-7608 
SERVCE  PRCVDERS 
T}€  WU^IGE.  1099  SimytJ*  Aw,  2395045 
WSI7A00N  WLi£Y  SAFTTSr  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
CENTER  57  Lfilati  Ave 

VISITAOON  VALLEY  BlUNGUAL  EDUCATION. 
SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  4  TRAINING.  1 20  LBlatI  Aw 
WSirAOON  VALL£Y  COMAJNTTY  CENTER  (WCC). 
50  Ravmcrd  Aw.  467-6400 
WCC  fiMILV  &  COMMUNTTY  SERVICES  CENTUM 
161  Laland  AW  ,58&699e.  Fax  5fl&«l27 
VISITAOON  VAL1£Y  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 
AND  OUTREACH  TO  MBiCHANTS{WBO0M).  1089 
SumjtaeAw  587-789665(1 104 
TELEPHONE 

D&AWIR£L£SS  78L£&riAw. 4524139 
VARETY 

GOLDEN  »  C&ff5  ZONE,  5-7  Ldari  Aw ,  3330923 


Recycled  Materials  Going  Through  Shakeup 


The  California  Integrated  Waste 
Management  Board  (CIWMB)  is 
pledging  to  work  with  Califon\ia 
dties  and  counties,  as  well  as  the 
many  recyclers,  brokers,  and  pro- 
cessors who  are  trying  to  cope  with 
the  rapid  decline  in  commodity 
prices  for  recycled  paper,  metals 
and  plastic  goods. 

aWMB  ^ff  are  morxitoring  mar- 
ket trends  and  prices  and  examin- 
ing regulatory  and  non-regulatory 
options  to  keq?  these  materials  from 
being  disposed.  The  CIWMB  will 
hold  a  special  public  meeting  in  Sac- 
ramento in  early  December  to  ex- 
plore measures  it  can  enact  to  ease 
the  current  situation.  The  Board  will 
hear  from  brokers  and  others  about 
possible  short-term  and  long-term 
solutions. 

"We're  aware  of  the  potential  di- 
lemma facing  our  state's  recycling 
infrastructure,"  said  Board  Chair 
Margo  Reid  Brown.  "We  cannot 
undo  the  incredible  progress  our  lo- 
cal dties  and  counties  have  done  to 
reduce  our  waste  in  landfills.  By 
working  together,  I'm  confident  we 
can  develop  short-term  measures 
that  will  get  us  through  these  chal- 
lenging times,  while  ensuring  we 
remain  true  to  our  overall  environ- 
mental goals." 

Keeping  waste  paper  and  card- 
board out  of  Caliiomia  landfills  is 
one  of  the  strategies  being  used  to 
combat  global  warming.  Paper 
products  and  other  organic  mate- 
rials decompose  in  landfills  and 
generate  meOiane,  which  sdentists 
say  is  23  times  more  potent  than 
carbon  dioxide  as  a  greenhouse 
gas. 

California's  environment  may 
face  a  potential  set-back  as  the  de- 
pressed global  economy  and  an  ex- 
cess in  global  inventory  have  re- 
duced prices  being  paid  for  re- 
cyded  newspapers,  old  corrugated 
cardboard  and  plastics  around  the 
world  Prices  being  paid  to  recy- 
dershave,  in  some  instances,  fallen 


more  than  50  percent  in  one  month. 
An  aggressive  recycling  program 
is  why  California  leads  the  nation 
in  diverting  more  than  half  of  its 
solid  waste  away  from  landfills. 
The  state  converts  an  estimated  52 
million  tons  of  solid  waste  each 
year  into  new,  higher-value  prod- 
ucts that  add  billions  of  doUars  to 
California's  economy. 

Local  jurisdictions  are  scram- 
bling to  find  additional  storage 
space  to  accommodate  the  steady 
flow  of  old  newspapers  and  card- 
board being  set  aside  for  recycling 
by  California  residents,  businesses 
and  industry. 

"We  must  consider  the  health 
and  safety  of  Califorrua  as  we  look 
for  short-term  relief  in  the  current 
situation  and  for  long-term  solu- 
tions such  as  locating  new  manu- 
facturing and  energy- producing 
facilities  in  California,"  Brown 
added. 

The  current  drop-off  in  recyded 
paper  exports  could  help  encour- 
age the  development  of  additional 
local  and  regional  markets  for  con- 
verting these  recycled  materials 
into  new  products  or  as  a  source 
of  energy  and  fuel 

China  is  the  primary  export  mar- 
ket for  U.S.  recyded  paper  prod- 
ucts but  has  seen  a  global  slow- 
down in  demand  for  Chinese- 
made  products  using  recycled 
materials  imported  from  the 
United  States. 

The  California  Integrated  Waste 
Management  Board  is  the  state's 
leading  authority  on  reeling  and 
waste  reduction.  It  promotes  re- 
ducing waste  whenever  possible, 
managing  all  materials  to  their 
highest  and  best  use,  and  protect- 
ing public  health  and  safety  and  the 
environment. 

The  California  Integrated  Waste 
Management  Board  is  one  of  six 
boards,  departments,  and  offices 
v^athin  theCaliforrua  Envirorunen- 
tal  Protection  Agency  (Cal/EPA). 


VlfltactoQ  YalLcy  Fannlly  and  Commimlty  Se^Tlces  Center 


IVe  Can  Help  You! 

Complete  Immigraiton  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Building  Literacy 
with  Games 
and  Activities 

Saturday, 
December  27 

10:30  a.m.-1  p.m. 


FCSC  Family 
Holiday  Celebration 
Saturday 
December  20. 
10  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Every  Wednesday 

December  3. 10, 17  and  24 
6  -  8  p.m. 


Men's  Classes 
Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday, 
3  -  4  p.m. 
December  1.8. 15, 
22  and  29 

Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  586-6998, 
Monday-Friday, 
9  a.m.*S  p.m. 


December  2008  Activities 

held  at  161  Leiand  Avenue 
-  except  where  noted 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
December  1  to  31.  9:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

Parenting  Education  Workshop 

Early  Reading 
Wednesday.  December  17.  5:30  •  7  p.m. 

Male  Involvement  Group 

Saturday.  December  20,  10  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Parenting  Education  Wortcshop 

Taking  Care  of  You 
Self-Care  for  Family 
Wednesday,  December  17,  5  -  7  p.m. 


Family  and  Community  Services  Center  staff: 
Meriam  Abalos,  Marichelle  Purualan,  Cynthia  Pun. 
Joyce  Boone,  and  Jenny  Sosa 


IGl  Leiand  Avemie.  Sail  Fi-aiicisco,  CA  94134 
Tel:  (415)  OS6-609S  F.ix:  (415)  5S6-S02^  e-mail:  nieriam_\Toc(^-sil}ogioba].iiet 


12-OECEMBER  2006- VISTTAOONVALLEY  GRAPEVINE 


I  have  been  studying 


Visitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 


Cathy  Kline  Saunders 


For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs,  Call 


415.731.5011  X  163 


ZEPHYR 

RC  A  L  r  S  TAT  F 


